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Fant E greateft commotions in Kingdomes have fer the 
S| moft part beene raifed and maintained for and ahout 
Power,and Liberties, of the Rulers znd the Ruled, 
together with the due bounds and limits of either ; 
eind the like hath fallen out in Churches, andis con» 
be tinned tothis dayin the fearpeft coutentions (though 4 
—-. now the feate of thewarreis changed ) who fhould bee | { 
the firlt adequate, and compleate{ubjeCtof that Church-power, which | 
| Chrift bath left on earth; how bounded, .ad to whom committed. 
This controverfie is in a fpeciall manner the lot of thefe prefent times ¢ 
And now that moft parties( that can pretend any thing towards it)havein 
—— feverall ages bad their turas & viciffitudes of folong a pofféffion of it,and 
their pleas for their feverall pretences, have beene (0 much and fo long 
| beard tt may wel be hoped it is necre determining; that Chrs{t wil (hortly 
|. fettle this power npon the right beires to whom be primitively did be- 
eS appearh st, 338 | ee 
| K Inthofe former darker times, this golden Ball was throwne up by the 
Clergy (/ocalled ) alone tarunne for among themfelves : And as they 
quietly poffeffed the name Kaneds, The Clergy and of the Church, ap- 
propriated to themfelves; fo anfwerably all manner of intereft in 
power ox cognifance of matters of the Church,was wholly left & quitted to 
‘them: whilftthe Peoplethat then knew not the Law; baving given 


Ps 


ap their foules to an implicite faith in what wasto be beleeved, did much 
more [uffer themfelves tobe deprived of all. Liberties in Church affaires. 
this royal donation beftowed by Chrift upon bis Church, was takenup and 
And placedin (0 bigh thrones of Bifbops,P opes,Generall Conncells, x, 
not unely farre above thefe things onearth, the people ; but things in 
Heavenalfo, wemeane the Angels and Minifters of the Churches theme 
' elves; info great aremoteneffe from the people, that the leaft right or 
_ intereft therein, was not fo much as fafpected to belong tothent. But to- 
wards thefe latter times, after many remoualls of st dorne againe,and this 
as the iffie of many {nits againe and againe venned and removed, and 
upon the fentence ( ever of whole see as oft reverfed, It hath now | 
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So in that Politie or Govertiment by which Chrift would bave bis chur- 
ches ordered, the right difpofall of the power therein'( we humbly fuppofe ) - 
may lie in a.due and proportioned allotment and difperfion ( thomgb 
not inthe fame meafure and degree) into divers hands ,according unto the . 

several conceraments and intere (ts that each rank in his Churchmay have; - 
rather than in an intire and fole traft committed to any one man ( thowgh 
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diverfified into never 6 many {ubordinztions under one another, And 


Sgn like manner, wee cannot but imagine, that Chrift hath-been as exalt 


oa 


in fetting forth the true bouwds aud limits of what ever portion of power 


hebath imparted unto any (if wee of this age could attain rightly to dif- 


gern it) gs bee bath been in ordering what kinde of cenfures, and for 
‘ghar finnes and what degrees of proceedings unto thofe cenfures s which 


wee firde bee bath beer-punétuall ing 
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Now the fcope which this grave ard judicious Author in this his 


divifion of Church-power, #ato all the feverall fubjetts of it, to the 


~ ena-to a the contentions now.on foot, about it, And in generall 


hee layes this fundamentall Maxime,-“that bolds in common true ‘of 


all the particulars, to. whom any portion of power can be fuppofed tobe 


committed: That look what:ever power or right any of the pof- 
feffours and fubjeéts thereof may lave, they have it each,alike im- 
mediatly (that 1, in refpclt of 4 mediation of delegation er depen- 
danceon each other) from Chrilt, and (6 areeach, the firft fubje&s 
of that power that isallotted to them. Ad for the particular fub- 
jecis themfelves, hee folloms that divifion (in the handling of then). 
which theCoutrever(ieit felf bath made unto bis hands ; To wit, 1. What 
power each fingle Congregation (2bich is indowed with a Charter 
to be a body-politique to Chrift ) bath granted to it to exercife within 
it felf: And 2, What meafure, or rather, kinde of power Chrift 
bath placed in Neighbour-Churches without it, and ix affociati- 
CMP Bi eBags yea 
\ For the firft. Ashee fuppofeth, each (ogregation, fuch, as to have 
the priviledge of injoying a Presbyterie, or company of more or k.ffe 
Elders, proper unto it felf;\fo being thus Presbyterated, bee afferteth 
‘this incorporate body or fociety to be the fir and primary fuljelt ofa 
compleat and entire’ power within it felf over it's cn memabers 5 yea, 
and the folenative fubje& ofthe power of Ordination and Excom- 
munication, which is the highe ft (euftre, <Andrbereas this corporis 
tion conjifteth both of Elders aud Brechren, -( for as for women and 
children,thereis 2 {pecial-exception by a Statute-law: of Chrift againft 
their injoyrtent of any. part of abis publique power ;) His fcopeisto de- 
mpnftrste a diftin® and feverall foare and interest of power, in matters 
of common coucernment,viucbiafed-to each of ikefe,and difperfed among 
both; by Charter from the Lord: as in fowse of our towns corporate, 
‘oa company of Aldermen, the Rulers, aud-a Common-Councell, 
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And becanfe thefe particular Congregations, borb Elders andPeople, - 
may difaareeand mifcarry, and abuje this power committed to them; He 
therefore, fecondly, afferteth an affociation or communion of Churches, 
finding their Elders and Meffengers into aSynod, ( fohee purpofe- 
ly choofeth to ftile thofe Aflemblics of Elders which the Reformed 

~ Churches do call Claffes or Presbyteries, that fo bee might diftin- 
—gitifo them from thofe Presbyteries of Congregations before mentioe 
ned ) And acknowledgeth that it is an Ordinance of Chrift, unto whom 
. Chrift batl (in rela:ion to rectifying Mal-adminiftrations and healing - 
diffentions in pzrticulur Congregations, and the like cafes) commit- 
ted adue andjuft meafure of power, {nited and proportioned to thofe 
ends, and furiifbed them, not only with ability to give|counfell and 
advice, but further upcn {uch occafions with a Minifteriall power aud 
authority to determine, declare avd injoyn fucb things as may tend 
to tLereducing {uch Congregations to right order and peace. Orey im. 
his bounding and defining this power, be affirms it to be. Fir ft for the 
kinde avd quality of it, but 2 dogmaticall or do&trinall power, 
(:bough fian ped with authority Minifteriall as an Ordinance ef 
( brift) whether in judging of contrever fies of faith ( when they diffurb -. 
ihe peace of particular Congregations, asa which themfelves finde too 
difficult for ikem) or in decerning matters of fatt and what cena 
fures ihey doe deferve: but not armed with authority and power of 
Excommunicating or delivering unto Satan, esther the Congre- 
gations ertbe Membersof them: But theyin [ach cafes, baving decla- 
red and judged the nature of the offence, and admonifbed the peecant 
Churches, asd decerned what they ought to do with their offending mem 
bers 5 they ave tolesvethe formall att of this cenfire to that authority 
which can only excente it, placed by Chrift in thofe Churches them- 
Selves s which if they deny to do, or perfift in thesr mifearriage, then to 
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tie ot “Pothe Reader... 
determine towithdtaw communion from them. An! alfo for: rhe 
extent of this power in fuch Affemblies and Aflociaticn of Churches, 


\ he limits and confines that alfo unto cafes, and with caniions (which . 


ae ill ‘pear in the Difcourfe) to wit, That they foould not intrench or 


impair the priviledge of inttre Purifdittion committed unto exch Con= 


-gregation, (as aliberty purchafed them by Chrifts blood) Lut to leave 
them free to the exercife andufe thereof, wntill they abufe that power ,or 
are unable to manage it; and in that cafe only to affift, guide, and di- 

> ref them, and not take on them to adminifter it for them, but with 

them, and by them, 

As for our felves, we areyet, neither afraid, nor afbamed to make 

profeffion (inthe msdit of all the high waves on both fides dafbing on 
us) that the fubftance of thes brief Extra from the Authors larger 

 Difecurfe, 4 That very Middle-way (mbich in our Apologie we 

did in the general intimate and intend) between that which is called 

Brownifme, 2nd the Presbyteriall-government, as it is pradifed - 


whereof the ove doth in effect put the chief (if nat the whole) of thernle 


and government inte the hands of the people, and drowns the Elders 
cores (who are but a few) in the major part of theirs + And the other, 
taking the chief and the principall parts of ibit rate (which we con- 
ceive 18 the due of each Congregation, the Elders.and Brethren) into 
this Purifdittion of a common Presbyterie of feverad Congregations, 
dol thereby in like manner foo allow up, not only the interefts of the 
people, but even the votes of the Elders of that Congregation cox- 
cerned, in the major pt ibereof. 

Neither let it feeme arrogance tans, bur a-teftimony rather to the truth, 
fartherto Remonfirate, that this véry Boundary plaforme and dif- 
- pofement of Church power, ar bere seis ( we peake for the (wvftance of 
it) fet ont and flated ; a alfo_ that the tenure and exercife thereof 
in all thefe fubjets, fhowldbe immediste from Chrift wto them all,is 
nom new. unto our boughs 3 yea it is no other than what onr 
awne apprebenfios bave beene moulded wuts ling fince > end 
this mpany of or friends and fome that are of a difjering opini- 
on Wire known: o#” private j#daements long , as likewife our 
emone Notes and tranforipts writter long agoe, can teftifie, befides 
many publike profeffions fince as occafimt hath beene offered: Infimuch 
as when we firft read thas of thislearaed Author (knowing what hath been 
the more generallenrrént both of the practice and judgement of our Bre~ 
thren for rhe Congregationall way we confiffewe were filled with wovdir- 
ment at tbat Divine hand, thit bad thas led the judg ments ( withont the 
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To the Reader, 
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leaft mutual interchange or intimation of thoughts or notions in thefé par= a 


ticulars ) of ovr Brethren there, and our felves (unvocr thy to be menitoned — 
with them) heres Onely we craveteave of the reverend Author andthofe 
Brethren that bidrbe view ofit,to declare: that we affent not to allexpref- 


_ feos foartered up and down,or all & cvery Aflertion interwoven in Ws yea 


nor to all the grounds or allegations of Scriptures ; nor foould wee i all 
things perhaps bave ufed the fame terms to exp ¢ {Je the fame materials by, 

For-inftance, wee bumbly conceive Prophecying (asthe Scrspture. 
searmes it) or {peaking to the edification of the whole G burch,may( fome= 


times) be performed by Brethren gifted, though not in Office as Elders 


of the Church, onely 1 Ocexfionally,netinan ordsnary conr(é. 2. By men 


of [uch abilities as are fit for Offce; And 3. wot afvuming this of them- 


~~ felves, but judged fuch b9 thofe that bave ibe power, and fo alowed and 


defignedto it: And 4. foas their Dottrine be fubjetted ( for the judg= 
ing cf it) in an efpeciall manner to the Teaching Elders of that Charch: 
And whenit is thus cautioned, wee {ee nomore incongruity for {ach to 
fpcake to a point of Divinity in aC ongregation then for men of like abi- 
lities to (peak: to,and debate of matters of religion inan A {jembly of Dix 
vines which this reverend-Author allows,and herewith us,is prathifed. 
_ Againe, inall humility, we yet fee not that Affembly of Apoftles, El- 
ders, and Brethren, A&ts 15 .to have beene atormall Synod,of Ae/- 
fengers, fent out of afet and combined alfociation from neighbour Ghure 
ches; butan Afjembly of the Church of Jerufalem and of the Meffene 
gers from ibe Churchof Antioch aloue; that were farre remote each 


| from other, and elethiv«ly now wsact: Nor are we for the prefent convin- 


ced that the Apoftles to the end to make this a Precedent of fuchatormal 
Synod, did alt therein as Ordinary Elders, and not out of Apoftolicall 
guidance & affiftances But werather conceive(sfwe would fimply ales 
derebe mutual afpetts. which thefe two Churches and ther Elders foodin 
this conjunttion,ab iftra fing from them that influence and impreffiom yok 
(shat fupersor Sphere)the Api files who were then prefent bad in this tranf~ 
aétion)shisto have been a Confultation(as the learned Author doth alfo 
acknowledge it toh ave beene in its firft original, onely rifing Hp to bea 
General Councell by thet Apoftles prefence, they being Elders of aie the 
Ghurchess) or if you will,-a reference-by. way of Arbitration for 
deciding of that great controverfie rifen amougft ‘ibem ‘at Antioch, 
which ihey found to bee too difficult for themfelves ; ana fo to be amare 
rant indeede for all. fuch waies of communion between abl, or any, ¢[peq 
cially neighbour Churches ; and upon like occafions to bee Ordinances — 
furnifoed with minifteriall tower for fuch ends and purpofes, Our 
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ders, yet the lines of that proportion of power that could bee drawne from that pat- 
terne wouldextend no farther then a Minifteriall Dottrinall power, Gt. in (uch 
eAfembliés which we willingly grant. And kt may bee obférved With What awary 
eye and exalt ayme hee takes the latitude and elevation of that power there held 
forth, nor daring to attribute the leaft either for kind ov degree,then what that ex- 
ample warrants, which was at utmoft but aDoftrinall decernement both of the 
truth of that controverfie they Were con{alted ins as alfo the matter of fat in thofe 


| thathad tanght the contrary, as belyers of them and fubverters of the faith; with- 


ont fo much as brandifhing the fword and power of Excommunication,againft thofe 
high and groffe delinguents,or others,that fooulanot obey them by that Epiftle. 
Onely in the laft place for the further clearing the difference of the peoples intrelt 


hich the reverend Author ufually calleth Liberty ,fonsetimes Power ) e& the El- 


ders rule and authority (which makes that firlt diftribution of Charch- power in 
particular Congregations) as likewife for the illuftration of that other allotment 
of Minifterial do&rinal power i an affociation or communion of Churches as fe- 
verea from the power of Excommunication(which is the fecond. ) We take the 
boldnes to caft aweake beame of our dimme light upon cither of thefe,e to prefent 
how thefe have layne ftated in our thoughts , to this ena that wee may haply 
prevent fome readers miftake, efpectally about the former. For the firft 5 we con 


 ceavethe Elders and Brethren in each Congregation, as they are ufually in 


the New Teftament, and thus mentioned dsftinttly apart,and this when their mee~ 


ting together ts [poken of, fo they make in each congregation two diftinel intrefts 


( though meeting in ont Affembly) as the intreft of the Common-Councell or bo- 
dy of the people in fome Corporations,is diffint from that of the company of Al- 
dermen; /0 as without the confext ana concurrence of both nothing is efteemed as a 
Church att, But fo asin this company of Elders, this power is properly’ Autho- 
rity 5 but inthe people is apriviledge or power. 4” apparent difference betweene 
thefe two is evident. to us by this, That two or three or more felett perfons fhould be 
put into an Office and betrujfted with an intire intreft of powcr for amultitude, to 
which that muliitude ought (by a command from Chrift) to bee fubjecl and obe~ 


dient #5 to an ordinance to guide them in their confent sand in whofe feutence the ul- 


timate formall Minifteriall att of binding or loofing fhould coufift: thés-power mufk 


weeds-bee efteemed and acknowledged in thefe few ta have the proper notion and cha- 
ratter of Authority 42 comparifon of that paver ( which muft yet concurre with 
theirs) that is in a whole body or multitude of men,whe have agreater and neerer 
sntere|t ana concernement in thofe affaires, over whish the[e few are fet as Rulers, 

This asfference of power doth eafily appeare incemparing the feverall sutereft 
of Rather andchild, tx bis difpofensent of her in marriage, and her concurrence 
with him therein, ( although we intend not the paralell bet\Ween the things them- 
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Pore eked 
_ veafons for this, wee are now many waies bound up from giving the accompt ofyin 
| this way and at this feafon ; But however if it foould have beene fo intended as the 
tearned Author judgeth, and the Apoftles to have atced thereis as oFdinary El- 
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felves. ) Avirgin daughter hath 4 pow rtruly and properly focalled, yea and 
a power ultimately todiffent npon an unfatisfied diflike, yea, and it muft bean att 
of ker coment, that maketh the marriage valid : But yet for ber Parentsto 
have a power to guide her in her choyce ( which fhe ought in duty to obey) anda 
power which muft alfoconcurre to beftowe ber , or the marriage ts invalid, this 
wd comparing her intreft (Whercin fhe ts more neerly ana intimately concerned) with 
theirs) dosh arifeto the notion of an extrinfecall authority ; whereas that power 
which is in her ts but fimply the power of her own att ,in which her own citernment 
doth intreft her free by anintrinfecal] right, The like difference would appeare if 
we hadfeenea Governement temperedofan Axiftocracy and democracy ; in 
Which, fuppofe the people havea fhare, and their attuall confent is nece flary to 
_ all lawes and fentences , whereas a few Nobles that are fet over them (whofe 
concernement is leffe gencrall) in whom the formall {an&ion of all fhould lye, in 
ahefe st were Rule and Authority i that multitude but Power andintreft: and 
fach an Anthority isto be given to aPresbytry of Elders in a particular Cone 
gregation, or elfe(as wee have long fince beene refalved,) all that ts faid in the 
New Teftament about their Rule, ard of the peoples Obedience to them, is to 
be look’t upon but as Metaphors, and to hold no porportion With any (ubftantiall’ 
reality of Rule and Governement, | : gre | ais 
And in this Diftribution of power, Cbrift hath had afutable and due regard unto 
the eStare and condition of his Church as now under the N cW Teftament,He hath 
qualified and dignified it, Vader the OldT cftament, it was tn its infancy, but it is 
comparatively come forth of its nonage,e groWwen up to ariper age (both as the te- 
nure of the Covenant of grace in difference from the old,runs inthe Prophets,@ as 
Paul to the Galatians expreffeth ic, They are therefore mare generally able,if vin 
fible Saints( which ts to be the fibjett matter of ( harches under the N, Te(taent) 
tojoyn with their Guides Leaders in iudging & dife erning what concernes their 
own c their Brethrens con(ciences ; And therefore ( brift hath not now lodged the 
fole power of all Church matters [olely & intirely ta the. C burches Tutors & Go- 
vernors 45 of old when it was under age He did: But yet becaufe of their weakwnes e 
unskilfulnes (for the generality of thems, jin comparifon to thofe wht He hath afcen- 
| ded to give gifts unto,on purpofe for their guidance & the Government of the; He 
hath therefore placed a Rule and Authority in thofe Officers over them, not dirclt- 
ang onely but binding : [o as not onely nothin ig (in aa ordinary way of Ghusch £0 
vernment) {hold be done Without thems,but not cftecmed validly dowe unlelfe done 
by them. eAnd thus by meanes of this due and golden ballancing and poyfing of 
power and intereft , eAurhority and Privileage , inElders andthe Brethren, 
this Government might neither degeneYare into Lordlynelfe and appreffion in Ru~ 
lers over the Flocke , as not having al! power in their hands alone, nor yet into 
Anarchy and confufion in the Flocke among themfeluess fo as all things belong. 
ing te mens con{ciences might be, tranfatted to common edsfication,e> fatisfattion, 
For she fecond, Let st not feeme a paradoxe that a Minitteriall Do&tcinal 
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feeriall. Dottrinall authority over the whole Church thatis his charge , and 
every perfon in it, tointtruG, rebuke. exhort with all authority : By reafen of 
which thole under him are bound to obey bim tn the Lord, not only vi Materia 
by vertneof the matter of the commands , in that they are the commands of 
Chrift ( for fo be fhould [peake with no more authority then any other man, yea 
aChild, Who {peaking atruth out of the Word, fooula \eadeus, asthe prophet 
peakes 3) But further , by reafon of that Mainifferiall authority which Chrift 
bath endowed him witkall, he isto be lookt at by them as.an Ordinance of His, 
over them and towards them : end yet-he alone hath not the authority of Ex- 


- communicationin him,to inforce his, Dottrine tf any doe gainefay it; Neither 


therefore ts this authority ( asin.him confidered) to be judged vaine and fruit- 
leffe and ineffetlnall, to dra\y men to obedience, 7 


” Neither let it feeme Strange, that the power of ths Cenfure, of cutting menoffs 
and delivering them to Satan (# which the pofitive part ( and indeed the con- 
troverfie betwixt as & others, of Excommunication /yes) fhould be infeperably 
linked by Chrift unto a particular Congregation, as the prop:r native priviledge 
hereof,fo as that no Affembly or company of Elders ju/tly prejumed and granted to 
be more wife c jndicious foould afjumeit tothemfelves,or fever the formall pow~ 
er thereof from the particular Congregations. For thoughit be bard to give the 
reafon of Chrifts inflitutions.Vet there ts #[ually in the Wayes of humane Wifedom 
andreafon fomething analogous thereunto, which may ferve toilluftrate, if not to 
jaftifie this di{perfion of intrelts; And fo (if Ye miffake not) there may be found 
even of this in the wifedome ofour enceftours, inthe conftitetsons of thi K ing 
dome; T he fentencing to death of any fubje€t in the Kingdome,as it 1s the higheft 
civill punifoment, [0 of all other the neerest and exacleft paralell to this in (psritu- 


alls, of cutting afoule off and delivering tt to Satan; yet the power of this high 


gadgement 13 not put snto the hands of aneA f[enbly of Lawyers onely , 20 not of 
all the Fudges themfelves,men [eletted for wifedome, faithfullnef[e, and gravity, 
who yet are by office defigned to have an inereft herein, But when they upon any 
_fpeciall Canfe of difficulty , for councell and direttion in fuch judgements doe all 
mpecte (as fometimes they doe) :Yet they have not power to pronounce this fentence. 


of death upon any man Without the concurrence of a fury of his Peeves, which are 
_ of bis owne ranke 5 andin Corporations, of fuch as are Inhabitants of the fame 


place : And with a-fury of thefe (men, of themfelves not [uppofed. to be fo skilfull 
inthe LdWwes, Gc. )two Fudges, yea one, with other fuftices on the Bench. hath 


mire the-cave and Wifedom of onr Anceftors herein, do efteeme this priviledge of 
the Subjeth-in ehis particular (peculiar to our Nation) as one of the glories of our 
Lawes; anddoe make boaft of it as fuch a liberty and fecurity to cach perfons lifes 
ales as 
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"thority foonld be found fevered from that power of Excommunication,to fecond 
it, if not obeyed. Every Minifter and Paftour hath inhimfelfe ,alonesa Mini- 


af\ 
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- pawer to ‘aajmage and pronounce that. which all of them,and all the Lawyers in this 
\ Kingdome. together, have not without a fury, And we of this Nation ufe to ad- 
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as we thinke) no Nation about us can fhew the like. And What fhould be the rete 


*s eA ee 


fon of {uch aconftitution but this (Which inthe beginning We infifted on) thedif~ 
Rit perfion of power into feverall hands, which incapitall matters every mans tryall 
BT fhouldrunne through , whereof the one fhould have the tye of like consmon intreft 
Ee i to oblige them unto faithfullneffe; asthe other foould have skill and wifedome to 
guide them and direlt therein, = ists Sita ce 
~ And befids that intref? that 1s in any kind of Afloctation,fraternity yea or neigh- 
 bourhood,or like wife that Which ts from the common cafe of men alike fubjcfted to * 
i) an Authority fet over themto fentence them, there is allo the [pectall advantage 
|e of an exatl knowleage of the fattin the haincus circumftances thereof, yea, and 
( in thefe cafes ) of the ordinary conver{ation of the perfon offending, = -- 4 
We need not inlarge inthe application of this: Altheugha generall Affembly — 
: 


i 
i 
| of Elders are tobe reverenced as more wife and able than a few Elders with 
itl their fingle Congregations,and accordingly may have an higher dottrinall power, 
i/ ( 4 power properly, and peculsarly fuited to their Abilities, in cafes of difficulty ,to 
determine and dire& Congregations in their way ; yet Chrift bath not betrufted 
them with that power Hee hath done the Congregations , becaufe they areab- 
Stratted from the people : eAnd fo one Tribe of men concerned in all.the fores 
mentioned re(pects is wanting, which (brift would have perfonally concurring not 
by delegation or reprefentation alone, not tothe execution only, but even tothe 
—legall fentence alfo of cutting men off, asia the former paralell and tnftance ' 
may bee obferved. Yea, and the higher and the greater the affeciation of the 
Presbyteries are,the further are they removed from the people, and although yor 
might have thereby a greater helpe, in that Jaridicall knowledge of the Rule, to 
be proceeded by: yet they are in afurther diftance(and difinabled therby) from that 
preci/e pratique knowledge of the Fak and frame of {pivitin the perfon tran{gre- 
fing, eAnd Cafes may be as tracly difficult and hard to bee decided fromobfcuri— 
tie, and Want of light snto the Circumftantiation of the Fact, ana per[on: in 
which it was committed, and by him objtinately perfi iftedinsas ofthe Lawitfelf.  — 
Other confiderations of like Weight mi ght bere be added, if not for ht 
(which we do uot here intend) yet the clearing of thus particular, As alfa to demon- 
firate that that other way of proceeding by withdrawing communion is moft [is= 
table to the relation, that by (rifts endowment all (harches fiawdin one toWards 
another , yea andwherein the leaft (being abody to (brift) doth ftand unto all : 
But we fhould too much exceed the bounds of az Epiftle, and too long detayne the 
Reader fires the fruitful and pregnant labours of the worthy Authour, 
The God of peace and truth , fanthifie all. che truths init, to all thofe holy ends 
(aad through his grace wauch mere) which the holy and peaceable {pirit of the Az- 
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What the Keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven be, and what their 
iPower, Neeiigrih. os AOS taste A eS 
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# HeKeyes of the Kingdom of Heaven are pro- 
ia) mifed by the Lord Jefus (the head and King 
” ofhisChurch) unto Peter, AZat.16.19. To_ 
iy tbee (faith Chrift) will I give the keyes of the 
Kingdom of Heaven: andwhatfoever thou foalt _ 
33 binde on earth, fhall be bound ix Heaven; and | 
whatfoever thou halt loofe on earth, faall be loofed 
A peled, =” in Heaven. The words being Allegoricall, 
are therfore fomewhat obfcure: and holding forth honor & power 
inthe Church, are therefore controverfall; For where there isno 
honour (nor pride to purfue ir) there is no contention. Ie will not 
theréeforebe amiffe, for opening of the Do&trinc of the Power ofthe 
eyes; fomewhat to oper the words’ of this Text, whereon that 
power is built, Five words require a little clearing. . 
1. What is here meant by the Kingdome of Heaven? 

42, Whararethe keys of this kingdom,and the giving of them? 
193, Whatare the atts of thefe Keyes, which are faid to be bind- 
» >)" “ing and loofing? | 

“4. Wharis the obje& of thefe a&s to be bound or loofed,here 
put under a general! name, W harfoever? 
> 5. Who isthe tubje& recipient of this power, or to whom 
*, >” Gsthis power given? To eS will Igive the Keyee - 
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manto fhiit;' tb fhut, and no man to open, Rev,3.9, 


_ which implyeth, thatthefe keysof Cheifts Kingdome, have fucha ° 
power of openmg and fhutting,-as that they do thereby, binde and. 
loofe, retain and remit ; in opening, they lodfe, and remit; in fhuc- 
ting they binde,.ahd retain: which will mote appeare in open- 
ing: thé-fourth' point.: fi resale Gi)! Li a ey Ce fe Be on 3 ai | 

ae 4a ‘The-fourth point then is, What is the fubje& to be bound 
oe “The Textin Mat, 16.9. faith, whatfieder, which reacheth not 
(fo far as the Papiftswouldtretchit) to whatfoever oathes, or co-. 
venants, or contracts,or countels, or lawes; as if whatfoever oathes 
of allegiance, covenants ofleal@ o¥ marriage! &c. the Pope rari- 
fieth or diflolvethon earth, fhouldbe ratified or ciffolved in heaven : 
No, this isnot the key of the king dome of Heaven, but the key of . ~ 
the-bottomielcfle pit, Revi 9.1. But this’ word: what/oever, is hére put . 
in the Neuter'Gender, (not in the Mafculine whom/sever') toim ply aie 
both things.and perfons ; Things,as fins Pérfons,asthofe thaccom- q 
anicthem.oFor fo: when our Saviour {péaketh of thé fame acts of a 
the fame keys (1ob.20.21.) he explaineth himielf thus: ho/e : 
fins foever: yee vemit, they ave remitted, ad-whofe fins foever yee retain, 
they aresvetained:; .Whatfoever you binde dii earth, isas much cheré- 
fore, aswhofe fins foever you retainon earth ; and, whatfoever you 
oof onfearth, is as much as whole fins foever you loofe onearth, 
+t Now this binding and loofing of whatfoever fins, in whofever 
commit them, is partly in the cénfcience of the finner, and partly 
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inhis outward eftare inthe Church, whichis wont to be expréffed_- 

. Another terms, either ia fore interior’, or in fore exteriori. As when 
- inthe 'difpenfation of the Ordinances of God, a finner is convinced 
. tolienpderthe guilt of fin, then his fin is rétained, his confcience is 

_boundunder theguilt of it,and himfelf bound under fome Chiirch-- 
“cenfurre; according to tte quality and defert’of his’ offence, and if 
‘hisfin be the more hainous, himfelf if fhut out from the ¢dmmu- 
Mion ofthe Church: But“when a finner tepenteth of his fir, and 


‘confetfath it before the Lord, and (ifit be known) before his peo- 
pleéalfo, and then inthe miniftery ofthé Dottrinejafid Dili pline of 

‘the Gotpel, hhisiin is temictell) and his\coinfcience looted from’ the 
-guilrof it, and himfelf hath Open and free entrance, both unto, the 
_ ~ -promife of the Gofpel, and into the gates of the holy communion 
. -of the Gharthi 00" oi see sida) af | 
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- Forthe Lord Jefus communicateth the power,of binding and loo- 
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fing, tothe Apoftles, or Elders, together with the whole Church, — 
when they are metin his Name, and agreetogether inthe cenfure 
of anoffender, Var, 18.17,18.. [fan offender (faith he ) neglec& 

_. toheare the Church, let him.be to thee as an Heathen or a Publican, 
that is, let him be excommunicated. Which cenfure adminiftredby 
them, with the whole Church, he ratifieth with this promife. of the 

power of the keys, Verily, Lay unto you, whatfoever you foall binde ow 
earth, fhal be bound in beaven, and rebat{oever you frall-luofe on earth, foall 
‘be loofed inheaven, In which place, howfoever thére be fomediffe- _ 
rence between Clafficall and Congregationall Divines, what fhould 
be meant by the Church (Tell the Church.) whether the Presbytery 
or the Congregation: yet all'agree inthis ( anditis agreementin . 
the truth, which wee feek for ) That no offénder is tobe excommu- 
nicated,but with {ome concurfe of the Congregation, at leaftby way 
. 1. Ofconfent to the fentence,,2. Ofactuall execution of it by with- 2 
drawing, chemfelves from the.offender fo. convi&ed' and cenfured. 
‘ Now this confent and concurfe of the Congregation,which is requi- 
fite to the power and validitie of the cenfure, we conceive is fome 
part ofthe exercife of the power of the keys. pei h | 
_.; Sothat when Chriftfaidto Peter, Tothee will I give the keys of the 
Ringdome of heaven: If Peterthen received the whole power of the - 
Keys, then he ftood in the roomeandname ofalli{uch, ashaverecei- 
_vedany part of the power of the keys, whether Apoftles, or Elders, 
or Churches. Orifhe ftood in the roome of an Apcftle onely, yet 
thathindreth not, but thatas he there received the powerofan A- 
poftle, fothe reft ofthe Apoftles received the fame power, either 

-. there or elfewhere : andthe Presbytery of each Church received, if 

not tifere, yet elfewhere,the power belonging totheir office: and in 
_like fort each Church or Congregation of profeffed Believers, recei- 
ved that portion alfo of Church-power which belonged to them, 


wa 


\ SS a 
Ni Tee AS 


& ~ Fu 
Bint de eee ee eee SS — eae 


= a eee ay 


ena yee 
Vy 


| f 
a 
i 
iby 
5 


Se paint 
\ 


Se eenapaanenaeTetee 


pany: 
WES 
Nia SS 2 


ekciilginlte re 


ae —_ 


SOS mae ok ie 


eens 
Ee meet 2 


anaes 


q 


ae 
ee 


ol peat 
~ aly 
— eb 


Ct 


Sev, . Chas acon «iol: 


—*‘feverall forts thereof. | 

@ hae ordinary Diftribution of the keys is wont to bethus delive- 
' & red. Thereisclavuzs 3 1. Scientie, A key of knowledge, and a 
| = 2. Poteftat%s, key of power : and the key 


cS, * Sin diftribution shoealiit fon for eiireehe cabs smonga Pride. : 
Se ‘fame and Papifts, yet'wee crave leave toexpreffe, what intt’doth © 
“Gt fully farishie us. Foure things in it feeme defective to uss 
_ -r, ‘Thatlatip-key of the kingdome of heaven fhéuld bélefi-withour — 
~ ‘power, 'Bot Here in this diftribution, ihe key" of knowledge is ‘eort- 
“tradifting tithe froma keyofpowers 8) 3 2 9 | 
- 2+ Thereisa reall defe@in ssegeeteien anintegrall pare of she keys, 
i which isthae key of power or liberty, which belongeth'to the Charch q 
ie it el But no tharvell, choagh che Popith: Clérete dmittéditpwho — 
i have oppreffed all CHurchelibertie': Sand. Protcftant’ ‘Churtheg; ha- 
| ‘vitig recovered the libertie of preaching the Gofpel,and miniftery” of 
: the Sacraments, have been wéll facisfied therewith, {6 as fome of. 
them have looked no farther;nor fo'mtich asdifeertied: their defee& — 
- of Church-power, of liberty: due unto them in point of difeiplir 
and others finding themfelves wronged in’ withholding akeyor — 
powef, which belodgsto them, have wrelted to themfelves an un poog 
due power, whic belongs not to them, the key of amiBerity, 
3. There is another dete& im the Diftribution, imdividing the key 
of order from the key of Jurifdi&tion : of parpofe tomaké way for. 
the power of Chancellours and Commiffaries ix fore exterior?: who — 
- though they wancthe key of order, ( having never entred into’ oly 
orders, as they are called, or at moft into the order of Deacons one- 
‘Ly, whereof our Lofd {pake nothing Gonching ateat yet they 
have been invefted with Jurifdittion, yea, and moré then minifteri- 
“all authoritie, even above thofe' Bldersi who labour in. word and 
do&trine : By this.facrilegiou’ breach oforder(which’ hath been as it 
were the breakingof the Files and Ranks in'an'Armic) Saran hath 
routed and ruined a gréat part of thefibertie and puritic of Chur=- 4 
ches, and of all the Ordinances of Chit i inthem. ‘2 5-5 
_ 4 A fourth defe& (but yet the lealt, whiclt we obfervein this di- 
{tribution ) is, that order.is appropriated to the Officers of the 
Church onely. For though wee befar from allowing'that facrilegi- 
ous “afar pation of the Minifters atlice, which: we heare of, (toour 
griefe } to be pra&tiféd in fome P! aces, that privace Chriftians ordi- 
nari y take upon them to preach the Gofpel publickly, and tomini- 
_fter Sacraments : Yer weput a difference between-Office and Order. 
Office we looke at as peculiat to thefe, who are fet apart for forme 
peculiar finétion in the C hurch, who are either Elders or Deacons. 
But order ( ipeslang of Church- order Brepery elect) is common 
* to 
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Herehe entreth into ftate of grace through faih*:and by the pro- 's 
fefion of his faith, he entreth alfo into the fellowfhip of the Church 
(which isthe kingdom of heaven upon earth: Jand by the fame 
Nb AVE RGSS EGS Ago (Ope eth can! eHfion to fale 
vation, whichis perfedtedin the kingdom of glory. Rom..19.10- 

| » Khigekey of Orders the power whereby every, member, of the 

| Chute walketh orderly him&If, according to his p'ace in rhe 

- Ghareh, and helpeth his brethren, to walk orderly alfo, 


_dewas that. whichthe Apoftlesand Elders called upon Pasi, fo 


- ‘socatrie higfelf before the Jows inthe Temple, thache might make 
Bee oH SU ptiake 


é a ? ? ss oN “5 be ee “ed 
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"_- ftappear to all nten that he walked ord 
_ diferderly, 2 Thef. 3.6. This their withdrawing from him that walle- 


(to wit, order underftood inthis fenfé ) is. common to all the mem- 


-tereft: And the key of Authority or Rale, The firft of thefeis termed 
. inthe Scriptures, Liberty: Sodiftinguifhing it from that part of — 
_ Raleand Authority im the officers of the Church. Wefpeak not here 


dren of God are fét free by the blood of Chrift from Satan,hell, bon- 


Libertie, or intereft which Chriftalfo hath purchafed for his people, - 


~ been called unto LABERTY , onely wfe not your liberty as an o¢cafion 


{tle by that libeftie meaneth Church libertie or power in order- 


4) Commenters take it )bucto inftru@ in Church Difcipline, in 


LV. ee 
derl y, to wit, according to the orders of the lewith ¢ 
whom he then converied. And it was the cx 


whom conyeried. And it was the commandment which | 
Pau! gaveto the whole Church of Theffalonica, and to 


ole Church of Theffalonica, a alithe 
members of it, to withdraw themfelvesfeom every brother that walketh 


ed diforderly, was the exercife of their key of order. And it wasa ~ 
like exercife of the fame key of order, when he requireth the Bre- 
thren to warne the uaruly, which is, (in the originall ) the fame 
word, toadmonith the diferderly:  Thef.5.14. An this key of order’ 


bers of the Church, whether Eldersorbrethren, = ys 
Furthermore, of Order there be two keyes: a key of power, or in- 


of that {pirituall liberey, whether of impanitie, whereby the chile 


dage of fin, curfe of the Morall Law, and fervice of the Ceremoniall | 
Law :nor of dmmunitic whereby we have power tobe called the fons of) | 
God, to come boldly unto the throne of gracein prayer,and asheirs’ 
of glory, to look for our inheritance in light: but of that extersalt 


as libertie to enter into the fellowfhip of his Church, libertie to 
hufe and call well gifted men to officein that his Charch : libercie 
to partake inSacraments, or feals of the Covenant of the Churche 
liberrie and inteéscft to joyn with officegs in the due cenfure of of- 
fenders, and the like. This libertie siithe als thereof, are often - 
exemplified in the Acts of the Apoftles; andthe Apoftlé Paul cal- 
Leth ic exprefly by rhe nameé of libertie. Brethren (faith he) you bave - 


to the fichh, but by love ferve ove anctber. Galath. 5.13.thatthe Apo- 


ing Church affaires, wall evidently appeare if we confule with 
the context, rather then with Conimenters. For the-Apoftle ha- 
ving {pent the former part of the Epiftle, partly in the confirmation ~ 
of his calling, partly in difputation againft juftification by the 
works of the Law, to the end of v. 8. of Chap.5, in the ninth. Verfe 
he d-fecndcth notto exhort unto Boros mores in general, (as ufual- 
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heer Touching the cenfire’ of thofe corrupt Teachers, who had 

perverted and troubled them with that corrupt Do&rine of jufti- 

_ fication by works: Chap 5. ver. 9. to the end ofthe Chapter. | 
582. Touching the gentle admonition and reftoring of a brother. 


Touching ‘the firft, che cenfure of their’ corrn pt teachers. 1 He 
layech forthe ground of it ( that which himflt gave for the ground 
ofthtexcommunication of the inceftuous Corinth, Cor. 5 6.)-4 
little leavin leaveneth the whole lump. verf.g. 2 He prefumeth the’ 
Church will be:of thefame mind with him, and concur in the cen. 
fore of him thattroubled them withcorriiptdorine, v. ro. ( frem 
3 He praceedeth:to declare} what éenfure he wifheth might be diff 
penfed againft him, and-the réft of thofe ‘corfupt teachers, J would 
(faith h¢) they were even cut off that trouble jou? cutoff, to wi ty byex- 
communication, ver. 12, Now lef¥it fhould be objected by the bre- 
threnOfthe Church: Bur‘what ‘power have we to’ cut them off? 
The Apoftle arifwereth, they have a power and libertie (to wit, to 
joyn withthe founder part of the Presbyterie, in cafting them out, 


or cutting? them off: ) For. brethren (faith he') yor are called unto~ 


+5 8 SS ty 


liberty, gC OFS TREO igstihs Steg ee my? 
olfat thould:be further obje&ed:, Yea, bur give the people this 
power and libercie in fome cafes; either recat off their teachers, or 
to cut them off, the people will foon take advantage to abufe this 
‘libertie unto much carnall licentioufneffe.: The Apoftle preventeth 
that with a word of: wholfome counfell: Brethren (faith he) you have 
been called ‘unto liberties: onely nafe not your libertie as an occa fron to the 
fiefs; but by love'ferve one another,v, 43, and thereupon feafonably pur- 
fueth this counféll with a caveat to’ beware of abufing this liberty 
to carnall contention, (an ufuall difeaf of popular liberty ) and 
withall dehorterh:them from all other fruits of the flefh,to the end 
ofthe Chapter. Hat re | 


+ Evident thereforeitis, that there is a key ofpower or libertie gi 
ven to the Church ( tothe Brethren wich the Elders )as to opena 
doore of entrance tothe Minifters calling ; foto fhur the doore of 
entrance again{t them in fome cafes, as when through corrupt and 
pernicious do&rine, they turn from Shepherds to become ravenous 
wolves. Cc Having 


three or fourt dire@ions to the tench v.ofChap.6, 
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{pirit ofbondage accompanying the fame ) they bind finners under 


‘This Diftribution of the keyes,and’ £6 of fpirituall power in the 
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of the [ubject of the power of the keyes,to whom they ave com-. 


mitted: and firft of the key of knowledge, and Order. 


% Sthekeyes of the kingdom of heaven be divers, fo are the fub- 
“A jeétsto whom they are committed, divers: as inthe naturall 
body, diverlicic of fanétions belongeth todiverfity of members, 
ty The hey of kuowledge( or whichis. all one, the key of Faith) 
belongeth to all the faichfull.,. whether joyned to any particular 
Church or. no, Asin the primitive times, men of grown yeers were 
firtt. calledand converted. cothe faith, before they were received in- 
tothe Church: Andeven now an Indianor Pagan ‘may not be re- 


_ ecivedintothe Church, till he have firtt received. the faith,and have 


ade profeffion of it before the Lord, and the Ghureh : which argu- 
eth, thas the key of kowledge.is'givennot onelyto the Church, 
_ bat-to fome beforethey enter intothe Church, And yet to Chrifti- 
ans forthe Churchesfake : that they who receive this grace of faith, 
by iemay receive Chrift and hisbenefits,andtherewith may receive 
alfo this priviledge, to. find am oper doore fet before them, to enter 
intothe fellowfhip ofthe Church. # | 
_. 2. Thekeyof order (Speaking as we do of Church erder, as Paul 
- doth,Coh.2..5-)belongeth to all fuch, wheare in Church order, 
whether Elders or Brethren, For though Elders beina fuperiour 
order, by reafon of their office, yet the brethren Cover whom the 
Elderg.are made Overfeers.and Rulers )they-tandalfoim an order, 
even in orderly fabjeCtion, according to the order of the Gofpel. 
Tristrue,every faithful foul that hath received a key ofknowledge, 
is bound to watch over his neighbours foul, as his own, and to ad- 
monifh him of hisfin, unlefle he be {corner sbue this he doth, Now 
ratione ordinisfed intuitn charitatis : not by vertue of aftate of order 
which he isin (till in Church fellowfhip ) but as. of common Chri- 
ftian loveand charitie, But every. faichfull Chriftian who and- 
ethin Church order is bound to do the fame, as well refpedin or- 
dimtis',as intuit charitatis,by virtue of that royall Law, not onely 
of léve, but of Church order, AZaith, 18, 15, 16, 1 7, whereby 
sfhisbrother who offended him,do not hearken to his conviction 
and admonition, he isthen according to order, to proceed further, 
taking one or two with him : andif the offender refufe to hear them 
alfo, then he is by order to tell the Church , and afterwards walk 
towards him, as God fhall dire& the Church to order it. 
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Of the {ubje® toxbom the key of Chareb priviledge, ower, 
or. Liberty # given. BN 1G TSS SN ER dap 


faith the Apoftle; in Gal,5.13. Cin the ‘place quoted 
oO pened before) Brethren, you bave been called to hberty,. HY tb eenod: 

_ . Andindeed, asit is the tu dras,tveFla; 8 ivextia Of'a Comhmon- 
wealth, theright and due eftablifhment and ballancmg of the}iber=| 
ties or priviledges of the people (which isina‘true fenfe;may be cal 
leda pawer ) and the authority of the Magiftrate ?foit is thefafery of: 
Church eftate, the right and due’ fettling and ordering of thé holy’ 
power of the priviledges and liberties of the Brethren, and the mini- 
fteriall authority of the Elders. The Gofpel alloweth no Church’ 

_ authority (or. rule pfoperly fo called)to the Brethren, bat referveth’ _ 
that wholly to the Elders,/and yet'preveriteth the tyranniéandoli- 
garchy, and exorbitancy of the Elders, by the large and firni efta- 

- blifhment ofthe liberties of. the Brethren, which arifeth to a power 3 

in them. Bucers axiomeis here notable; Poteftaspenes omnem Ectlee 
fiameft ; Authoritas minifteris penes.Presbyteros  Epifcopos;: In Afar, 
16.19. where Pot: ftas,or power being contradiftinguifhed from Ann 
thoritas, Authority isnothing elfe buta liberty or priviledge, io 
The liberties of the Brethren, or of the Church confifting of them, 


| T His key is given to the Brethren of the Church : abe : 


Me 
q 


are many and great/ sf 6 © 294 ,200bo a a Ds 
‘1. The Charch-of Brethren haththe power, priviledges and liber= 
ty to choofe their officers! In the choycé of an Apoftle into'the place’ 
of Juda, the peop!e went as far as humane vote and fuffrage could 
go. Outof 120,perfons, (v.t 5.) they chofe outyand prefented twos 
out of which two(becaufean A poltle was to be-defigned immediate= 
| ly: by God) God by lot chefe’one; And yet this one fo chofen of _ 
God, owxareduglobn, communibue omninin fuffragits inter duodecim 
A poftolos aketlus eft; v.26. was counted amiongftthe Apoftlesby 
~ the common fuffragesof them all, “And this place Cyprian prefleth 
amongft others, to.confirm the p wer; (that is ¢£uclasy or priviledges 
or /sberty ) of thé people’ in choofing or refufing their Miniftirse 
Plebs Chriftiana (faithhe)°vel maxime poteftatem baber, vel dignos 
facerdotes eligends, ve! indignos tecufandi, Epiftol.4.libsr. 
The like, or greater liberty is generally approved’ by the bef 
of our Divines ¢ fludious of Reformation.) from At, 14. i 
: : Jongh 130 BP iey 
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a They ordained thems Elders, chofen by. iifting » " op hands: hits 
"| The fame power is cleerly expreffed in the choyce’ of Deacons, 
AG.6.3.5,6. The Apoftles did not choofethe Deacons; bur called’ 


- andthe power thereof. VERSO PD rz 


the multieude together, and faid unto them, Brethren, looke- you ont 
feven men‘amongstyon whom we may appoint ver this bufineffe: ° And. 
she faying pleafed the wholeimultirude,: and they chofe Stephen, &e. | 
. Qu leisapriviledge, or aliberty the Church hath received, to fend’ 
forth oneor more of their Elders, as the publike fervice of Chrift 
and of the Church may require.’ Thus Epapbroditws was a Adeffenger 
oredpoftleof theChurch of Philippi unto Paal, Phi 2, 25. 2 
930.7 Ehe Brethretof the Church have power and libertyof propoune- 
ding/anyjult exception againft fuch as offer them€lves to beadmit- 
tedtintotheircommunion,or unto the feales of it: Hence Sa#l,when 
hee offered himfelf to the communion of the Churchat Ferufalem 


was not at-firft adinicced thereto, upon anexception taken'againgt 


him by the D4/ciples till that'exception was removed; AG@.9.26,27. 
and Peter did not admit the family of Cornelius to Baptifme, till he 
had inquired of ‘the Brethren, if any of them had any exception 
apainititsi Aft wog7: ois aor boeiy bebarsth ad 2 
«4. As the Brethren have a power of order,and thé priviledge to ex. 
poltulate with their Brethren, in cafe of private (candals,according to 


the rule, A4at,1 8.15, 16: So in cafe of publike feandall, the whole 


Charch of Brethren have power and priviledge to joyn with the Elders, 
ininquiring, hearing, jadging of publike {candals; fo as to bindeno- 
torious offenders andimpenitents under cenfure; and to forgive the’ 
repentant : For when Chriftcommandeth a brother, in cafe that of- 
fence cannot be healed privtely, then to ref ibe Chureb, A4at.18.17.. 
it neceffarily implyeth that che Church muftt eare him, and inquire 
into the offence complained of, and judge of the offence as they find ° 
ipuponingniry. When the Brethren'that were of ‘the cireumcifion 
expoftulated with Peter about his: communion with Cornelivs, and 


 hisuncircumcifed family, Peter didnot reject chem, and theircom- 


plaint againg him, as tran{gr<fling the bounds of their jult power and 
priviledge, but readily addreffed himfelf to give fatisfationto th m 
all, 4&,121 2.to 18. The Br thremof the C burch of Corinth being gathe- © 
red togetheriwiththeir Elders,ia she nu me of the Lord Fefus, and with 


| his power, did deliver ibeincefiuons perfonto Satan, 1 Cor.5.4,5. Aiid 


Paul reproveth themall, Brethren as well as Elders, that they had 
no,fooner put him away from amongft them, w 2. and exprefly 
he alloweth to them allpower to judge them that are within,v.22 

eho tO Yea, 
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to forgive the fame inceftuous Corimthian, upon his repentance, - 
Cor, 2.7;8, etre Conn he yee osygneond Te? og 
If itbe faid, to judge isan a&tof rule; and:to be Rulers ofthe. — 
Church, is not given to all che Brethren, but: to the Elders only: 
Anfw. All judgement is nocan act of authority or rule;.for there 
is.a judgement of difcretion, by way of priviledge,as well as of au- 
thority by way of fencence: That of difcretioniscommontoallthe ~ 
Brethren,as well.as that of authority belongethto thePresbyteryof 
that Church. ; In England, the Jury by their verdiGs as wellas the 
Judge by his-fentence, do: both of them judge:the fame male-. 
ta&tor ; yetin the Jury their verdiG& is but anaé& of their popular 
liberty : Inthe Judgeit isana& ofhisjudiciall authority. 
If it be demanded, W hat difference is there between thefetwo?: 
The anfwer is ready, Great is the difference: for though the - — 
Jury have given up their judgementand verdi&, yerthe malefator: 
is not thereuponlegally condemned, much leffe executed; but upon. 
thefentenceof the Judge: In like fort here, though the Brethren . 
of the Church dowith one accord give up their vote and judge- 
ment for the cenfure of an offenderyyet he ismor thereby cenfured, 
till upon the fentence of the Presbytery. ache nae 
__ If it be faidagain; Yea, butit is an act of authority to bindeand 
loofe, and the power to bind and loofe, Chriftgavetothe whole — 
Charch, 442.138.1418. i pete SAA 
 _Anfw, The whole Church may be faid to bindandloofe, inthat: 
the Brethren confent, and coneurre with the Elders, both before the” 
Centure in difcerning it robe juft and equall, andin declaring their. 
difcernment, by lifting up oftheir hands,or by filence : and afterthe: 
cenlure,imrejecting the offender cenfured from their wonted Com- 
munion. And yet their difcerning or approving of thejuttice of thé » 
cenfure before-hand, isnot a preventing of the Elders in their work. 
For the Elders before that have not onely privately examined the. 
offender and-his offence,and the proofes thercof,to prepare the mat- 
ter and ripenit for the Churches cognizance : but doe alfo publicke:_ 
ly revife the heads of all the material paflages: thereof — reas 
: urch: 
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i Ss and the power thereof, 
Church’: and: doe withall declare to the Church the counfell and 


° willof God therein, that ‘they may rightly difcerne and approve 


whatcenfure the Lord requireth to be adminiftred in fuch a cafe. 
So thar the peoples difcerning and approving the juftice of the cen- 


fure before it be adminiftied, arifeth from the Elders former infu: _ 


Gionand direétion of them therein: Whereunto the people give con- 
fent,in obedience co the will and rile of Chrift:Hetice is thar fpeech 
of the Apoltle ; Wee have in rerdineffetorevenge all difobedience, whin 
your OBEDIENCE IS FULFILLED, 2 Cor. 10.6.The Apoftles 


_ gevenge of difobedience byway of reproofe io preaching, doth not 


fol low the peoples obédierice,-but proceederh whether the people 
obey it or no. ‘It was theréfore’their ‘revenge of difobedience by 
way of cenfure in difcipline, which they had in readinefle,when the 
obedience of the Church is fu! filled in difcerning and approving the 


 Equitie of the Cenfure, which the Apoftles orElders have declared 
_-teathen from the Wordgie 8 609 28. othe 20d 
_ .. This power er privil 


eof the Church in dealing in this fort 
witha {candalous offendet,miy not be limited onlytoa private bro- 
ther offending ,but may reach alfo to an offenfive Elder. For(as hath 
been touched already ) it is'plaine that the Brethren of the Circum- 


eifion, fuppofing Peter tohave given an offcnce in eating withmen 


uncircumeifed,they openly expoftulated with him abont his offence: 
and he ftood ‘not with them upon termes-of his Apoftlefhip, much 
lefle of his Eiderthip, but willingly fubmitted himfelfe to give fatis- 
faction té them all; A.11.2'.to 18. And Pasi wejceth to the Church 
of Colofe,codeale with Archippus warning him to fee to the falfil! ing 
ofhis Miniftery, Col, 4.1.7. And very pregnant is hisdiretion to the 


_ Galatians,tor their proceeding to the utmoft with their corrupt and. 
fcandalous falfe Teachers. “Lavenld(Aaith he) ibey were even cut off 


that trouble you ; And that upon this very ground of their débertie, 
Gal. $142,173.’ as hath been operied above in Ghap.3.0 © 
“But whéther the Church hath power or tibertie for proceeding 
to the'atmoft cenfure of their whole Presbytery, is a Queftion of 
more difficultie. ia a shi re oe 
‘ For r, It cannot well be conceived thatthe whole Presbyrery 
fhould be proceeded againft, but that by reafon of their {trong in- 
fluence into the hearts of many of the Brethren,a {trong partie of the 


~ Brechren will be ready to fide with them: and in cafe of finding dif- 


fenfion and oppofition, the Church ought not to proceed withont 
confulting with the Synod. As when there arofe diffenfion in the 
| Church: 
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Church at Aztioch, and SIDING, (-orasthe words. sdots)theyfemt 
up,to,the Apoftles and Elders at eru/alem,whoinway of Synodides 
termined the bufineffe; 4&.15.2.t033.Anprecedenr/and patterneof 
due Church proceedings in cafe of diffenfion; whendom etake with 
one fide, ome withanother, Bat.of char more+hereafter.%s at 

2, Excomuunication is one of the bighet acts of) Rele, iniehe 
Church, and therefore cannot. be performed but byfome Rulers: 

_ Now whereall che Elders.ace.culpable, there be tto Rulers leftity 

3 that Chur chto cenfure them. As therefore the Presbytery cannot 
excommunicate the whole Church,(theagh Apoftate)torrhey muft 
tell the Church, and joyne wich che Charch in thar Cenfirre’: fo.1i¢i> 
ther cau the Church excommunicate the whole Presbytery,becaufe. 
they have not received from Ghriftian office of rule; without their 
Officers. .... «,. : Bei op ae egy’ Sa 
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members of the Church, as the fo#re living Creatures, doethefoure  - 
Officers.) had all. of them Crowns, upon sir heads, and fate iipon 
thrones ( Rev. 4,4»). whichare fignes of Fegall anthorities: The ake 
{weris, Thecrownsand thrones,argue them tobe Kingt, nd:more 
then their white raynsents argue them. to be Priefts, wer, q..but mele — 
ther Priefts,aor Kings by office, but by libexti¢ toperformedike pie — 
rituall duties by grace, which the other.doe by grace and) office ¢\As: 
Prielts they offer up fpirituall facrifices :andas Kings they.rulecheir: 
lufts, paffions, themfelves, and their families, yea, theworld and: 
Churchalfo afcera fort: the world,by improving it tofpirimalhad< 
vantagezand the Ghurch,by appointing their own,Offigers,andlike= 
wile in cenfaring their offenders,noc onely. by their officers;( which 
is as much as Kings are wontto doe.) buralfo by theirown royallaf- 
fent, which Kings are not wont to doe, \but.onely in the execaition: 
of Nobles. 4g bon co vio 21dt nog al aes Hi Sepals 
‘But nevertheleffe; thoughthe Church wantauthoritietoexcont 


bow ; 


from them ; For-fo Paul inftrnéeth.and. befeecheth. the Churehof 
Rome ( whom the holy Ghoft forefaw would moft ftand in need of 
this counfell }to makeufle: of this libextie ‘ I befecch.yore.( faith.he ; 
mark {uch as canfe divifions and offences, contrary. to. tbe DOCTRINE. 
youbaverecerved , xy txxavare am’ duroy, WITHDRAW from them. 


; objection, there. appeare two li- 


_. So then, by the agitation of this 
berties of the Church more tQ beaddedto the former... PIR SOS 
Oneis this ( whichis the ffth libertic in members) the, Church, 
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 ttheir fubje&tion from them according to God, | = 
-voZA feventh and laft libertic of the Church, is, Libertie ofeommu- 


- ¥Chuirchesenjoy mutuallbrotherly communionamongft themfelves : 
-Awhichicommiunion 15 mutually exercifed amongft them feven waies, 
owhich fonbrévitie andmemory fake, we f{umme up in feven words, 
By way-of Participation. 2. Of Recommendation. 3. Of Confulta- 
tions4; Of Congregation into a Synod. 5. Of Contribution. 6. Of 
,Adnionition, 7; Of Prepagationor Multiplication of Churches. 

1; X2 By wayof Participation, the members of one Church; occa- 
_ftonally;cemiming to another Church, where the Lords Supper com- 
 gmeth tobe adminiftred,are willingly admigted to partake with them 
__ atthe Lords Supper, in cafe thatneither themfelves, nor the Chur- 
ochesfrom;whence they came, doe lie under any publique offence. 
_Forwee-xeceive the Lords Supper,riot onely,as a Seale of our com- 
-munion with the Lord'Jefus, and wich his members in our owne 
- Church, but alfo.in all the € hurches of the Saints. ry. 


- 0. @s By way of Recommendation;Lettersarefent.from one Church 
-€0, aMoxher , reeombendingsto. thejr; watchfulne fle and:communi- 
Honyany of. theirmembers 3 who’ by.eccafion of bufineffe, are foria 
Aimétorrefideamong(t them.; As Pd! tent Lettérs of Recommen- 
4 dation-te the Chireh of Remesin the behalfe of Phebe, a Deaconefle 
ofthe Ghusch at Ceehrea; Rom, 16.1, 2.:And of thefe kindof Let- 
»terk he dpeakethtotheGhurch of Corivth alfo ; though not as need- 

full te kimfe}fe Gwhonvas well-known to them.) yet for others, 

eeu tik ts yor ve aleorot Oto moines" 7 
_ . Butifa member of one'Church havejuft occafion to remove him- 
-felfe, and his family, to take up bis ferled habitation in another 

Church, then the Letters written by the Church in hisbehalfe, doe 

ot ee : s D recom- 
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recommend him to their p 


And if the other church: hav 


Gentiles, their {pitituall treafuresof gifts of Grace andthe’ Chut- _ 
ches ofthe Gentiles minifteed back again'to them) liberall oblations — 
-of outward benéficence, Rom.15 «36)'297. A111 29) 50. When 
the Church of ‘Antischaboundeth with more variety of {piticiall 
gifted men ther'the ftate of their own Churchftoodin need of; they 
fafted and prayed’; as for’other'erids; fo for the inlargement ‘of 
Chrifts Kingdome in the improvement of them, : ‘And the Holy 
Ghoft openedthéma dore for the fuccour-of many countries about 
them, by the (ending forth of fomeof them, 4. 13.152,3. 
~ A fixth way of communion of Churches is by way of mutuall ad- 
“enition, when apublike offence is found amongft any of them:For 
as ‘Pasl had liberty to-admonifh’ Peter before the whole Churchat - 
Amioch, when hee faw him walke not:with a right foor Gand. yet 
aul 


9 ¥ =e Lee Cael ! ie { y. 4 9: = oy a Pees he S83 a5 ie : gral ey ) - . SF 
-Pawlhadno authority over Peter, but onely both ofthem had cquall 


mutuall intereft one in another) Gal,2,11.to 14. So by the fame 


¥ 


proportion, one Church hath liberty toadmonifh another, though 


"they beboth of them o f equall authority ; feeing one Church hath 
_ asmuch inteteft in ahothersas one Apoftlein another. And if by the 


royabl law ofilove, one Brother hath liberty to admonifh his bro- 


ther in the fame Church, (at. 1 8.15, 16.).then by the fame rule 
of brotherly loveand mutuall watchfulnefs one Church hath power 
to adimonifh another, in faithfulneffe to the Lord, and unto them. 
The Church in the Gantscles took care not only for her own mem- 
Hers,butfor her little fitter, which fhe thought had no breaft; yea,and _ 
confultethwith other churches whattodoforher, Cavt.8.8. And 
“Wouldifhenot then have taken like care, in cafe their little fitter 
having breafts,her breafts hadbeen diftempered, and given corrupt 
_matterin feadof milke? = - Les on 
A feventh way of communion of churches may-be by way of pro- 
pagation-dnd muitiplicatioa of churches : As when a particular 
Church of. Chrift {hall grow fo full of members, as.all of them 
“cannot heare the voyce of their Minifters; then as an Hive full of 
Bees fwarmeth forch;: fois the: church occafioned to fend forth a 
fafficient mimber of her members, fic toenter into achurch-ftate, 
and to-carrry.along church-work amongft themfelves. And for that 
-endithey’either {end forth fomecone or other of their Elders with 
them) or:direét them.where to procure {uch tocome unto them, 
Thelike courfeiis wont tobe taken, when fandry Chriftians com- 
ing over) from: one countrey to: another ; fuch: as are come over 
. firft; and are‘themf lves full of company, dire& thofe that come 
after them, and affift them in like fort, in the combination of 


 themfelvesinto Church order,according to the rule of the Gofpel, 


' _ Though ‘theApoftles bedead, whofe officeit was toplant & gather 
and multiply Churchessyet the workis not dead, but the fame power 
of the keyes is left witlrthe Churches in common, and with each: 
_ particulareliurch for her part, according to their meafure, to pro- 
pagite and inlarge the kingdome of Chrift(as God fhall giveop- 


‘portunity ) throughout all getterations. , 
foie boc Miwa ise oo 1 tetr pot 


Z \é r 2 : a Rae ‘ ™ 
oe (RAE MENS PLE Cuar. 
© oak ty ae ¢ ne r 
ae ot 
: 103 
. 
. 
a se / ey, : 
in / Li Ij 


the [ubjet to whom the keyo 
Sy a oy Maer te eit ts Figen Be 


peed be 


y #8 commi 


He key of Authoritie or Rule, is co iyattiod to tie iden oe e. , 
i oe Church,and fo the a& of Rule is made the proper at&t of their: 


eo 

‘ att Soar a) 
eee 
Aut 
Pees 


a 


+ hey : 
fay: a to 


oF tae 


bis oe a US 3 Ree wits oe 
) ROLU GATT OS ta AN SMS fA 
i Se bes 


af Betbe/,to prophetic at Besbel, Amos doth not alledge nor plead 


» 


—- 


=. Ee Lee wi . 
x « ra . \ \ “ei 
CF OFF 1 ee ae , AEE eT ae 
: eM tie Ss SE mixes me 
PS» BTR i Cone 


amd 


ahs Vp se ihe My as gen bey ce had Ae eee CRETE SE, é ] 
alfo that the fons of the Prophets, that. is, men fet apart, 


libertie, 1 Sam. 19.20... 
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_ Anfm.2, Butneither the fons of the Prophets, nor the Prophets 


~ Afourth a& of their rule is, the Ordination of officers Cwhom the 
people have chofen) whether Elders or Deacons. 1 Tim. 4.14, 
e48.6,6.. bane? Ti fe 

5 5r Utis an a& of the key of Awthoritic, that the Elders epen the 
doores of [peccb and filence inthe Affembly. They were the Rulers 
of the Synagogue , who fent to Paul.and Barnabas to open their 
mouthes ina word of exhortation, Aft.13.15, and itis the fame 


| power which calleth men to {peak,to put men to filence when a. 
| fpeakamiffe. And yet when; che Elders themfelves.do lie under of- 


fence, or under fu{pition of it, che Brethren have liberty to require 
fatisfation, ina modeft manner, concerning any publick breach of 
rule,ashath been mentioned above out of AZ.11.2,3;&c. 6s. 
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Chrift, and obftinate rejection and petfecution of the way of grace, 
and either no Synod to be hoped for, ot no helpeby a Basics Els 
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~ dershawe power to wishdram ( or feparate ) the Difeiples from then 
Sndso cary anay che Ordignes wi them, and therewithall fadly 
yur pag Ser 


- ‘to, denounce the. nt of God againft them, 4, 19.9. 
Exod. 33.7. Prac te 
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‘minifteriall, asruling the Church from Chrift, and alfo from their 


be ruledby them, tillthey have brought her to her defired Hayen.: 


Sos 
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‘Truth and Peace., 


fentnotto the Apoftlesasextraordinary andinfallible, and authen- 


ticall Oraclesof God, ( for then, what need the advife and hel pé of 


. e 


Elders? ) but as.wifeand holy guides of the Church, who might not 
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| tion, if one church fee matter of offence in another, and’be not — 
4 ableto heal it ina more private way, it will hehove them to pro- 
ili cure the Affembly of:many churches, that the offence may be order- 
— ly heard, and judgedandremoved. = -.° ee sieah cs dain 
\ 3 le 5 Figg ek ye ae - oY 
\ Be ~ 3. Tt may fo fall out, that the ftate of all the churches inthe 
~ Be countrey may be corrupted;and beginning to difcern their corrupti- 
on, may defire the concurfe and counfell of one another, fora fpze- 
Hi dy,and fafe, and generall reformation; And then fo meeting and = __ 
| conferring together, ‘may fenew their covenarit with God; and cont- 


i ‘clude and determine upon a courfe; that may tend to the publike 
‘healing, and falvation of themall. * This was a frequent practice in 
i - . » the old Teftament, in the time of 4/4,°2 Croz.15. 0. to 15 Siti the 
, ‘time of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 29. 4, to Tg: ‘Iii the timé of Fofiab, 
2 Chrow3.4.29/to 33. and inthe time Of 22ra,Ezra 10.1) t0'5) TRAC. 
_and the like‘examples' were not peculiar to the J/raelites, as one in- 
tire wationall church For in that refpect they appealed from every 
Synagogde and-Courtin 7/7, to’ the'wstsonall bigh-Prief?, and-Court 
at Fernfalem, as being allofthem fubordinate thereufite (and there- 
fore that precedent isufially waved by our belt ‘Divines, as hor'ap- | 
plisble to Chriftian chirches: ) but? thefe-examples hold. forth ne ~ 
fupetiority in one church or court over aftother,butalldftheminan 
equatl manner, give advice in common, and take oné comion courte 
for redreffe of all. And therefore fach-examples are fit precedents 
| | Bees ss fora? 
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Je ar rder with one accord, for the’ feformation of 
them all. cee ee 2s a re ‘ ; 


Nowa Synod bein, affembled ; three queftions arif@ about their - 


power: 1, What is that power they have received? 2. How far the 


_ fraternity concurreth with the Presbyterie init; the brotherhood 


with the Elderfhip? 3. Whether the power they have recieved 


_feacheth to the injoyning of things, both in their nature, and in 


~ theirjufe indifferent? 


"For the firft; we dare not fay that their power reacheth no farther 


then giving'counfell + for fuch as their ends be, for whichaccording 
to God, they doaffemble; fuch is the power given them of God, as 


'_ thay attain thofeends. As they meet to minifter light and peaceto 


fuch churches,as through want of light and peace lye in error Cor 


_ doubtat leaf) and variance; fo they have power by the grace of 


Chirift, not only to give light’ andtounfell in matter of Truth and 
Practice; but alfoto commandand enjoyn the things to be believed 
and done. The expreffe words of the Synodall letterimply no leffe ; 
ds feemed good.to the Holy Ghoft, and nto ws, tolay upon yor no other 
burthen, A&,15.27, This burthen therefore,to obferve thofe necef= 
fary things which they fpeak of, they had power to impofe. It is 
an act of the binding power of the keys, tobindbsrthens, And this 
binding power arifeth not only sazérsaly from the weight of the mate 
ters impofed,(which are neceflary neceffitate precepti from the word) 
butalfo formally, fromthe authority of the Synod, which beingan 
Ordinance of Chrift, bindeth the more for the Synods fake. As a 


_ truth of the Gofpel taught by a Minifter ofthe Gofpel, it bindeth | 
to faith and obedience,not only beeaufe it is Gofpel but alfobecaufe- --- 


itistaught by a Minifter for his callings fake,feeing Chrift hath faid, 
Who foreceiveth yourecesvethme, And feeing alfoa Synod fometime 


_meeteth to convince, and admonifs an offending church or Presby- 


of the Synod ? 


terie; they havepower therefore, (if they cannot heal the offenders) 
to determine to withdraw communion from them, And further, fecing 
they meet likewife f{ometimes for generall reformation; they have 
power to decree and-publith fach Ordinances,-as may conduce ac- 
cording to God, unto fiich reformation : Examples whereof wee 
read, Neb, 10, 32.to 39. 2 Chrow.15.13,13. 

For the fecond queftion ; How far the Fraternity, or the Brethren 
of the church, may concurre with the Elders in exercifing the power 


E The 


- forthurehes of equall power within themfelves, to affemble toge- 


SSS Saviasnsattnponaeee a == 


aN? 


ry e 
ie 
Be 
4 i 
ih i 
sh at bs 
ips 
t 
ii 
Hl ah 
i) 
Hee 
Na ae 
ta 30 4 
| 
i 
ipe3 4 
i} g 
ig 
a Z 
y 
; y 
¥ 
i 
i 
ie? 
ee 
in 7 
i 
He 
: 


- = ee -- ~ ey 7 er Fae ey 
YL J - 7 is ’ JS ; 
PT a See Se Bo Oe AE 
IE RI I RY > Ea TT I = se 


—_ —— oe 
“e 
aa SOT a SE EE ER RE RE ROS RN OT SITE SO 


of liberty: As t, They haveliberty.to di 


as there was much dilputation, AZ,1§.76 fo the multitude had 


_ of Chrift ina Synod, and proceed according to the rule (the word) 
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and Chriftanly amongft the E/ders: For inthat Synod at Ferufalem, — 


bor 


ris; The powe 


in the Difputation, v.12, For after Peters {peech, it is faid, the 


whole multitude kept fikence, and filence from what?. to wit, from a 


the fpecch laft in hand amongit them, and that.was, from Difpae 
tation, 2. The Brethren of the. church had liberty to joyn with the 


efpoftles and Elders, in approving of the/entence ot Fumes, andden 


sermining the fame as the common fentence of themall, 3. They 


had liberty to joyn with the e4pofttes and: Elders in choofing and -— | 


finding meffengers and in writing Synodal 'Lettersin the names of 
all; for the publifhing of the fentence of the Synod. Both thefe 
points are expreffed inthe Text, v. 22.23.,t0.29. Then pleafed iz 
ihe’ Ap files and Elders, withthe whole Clurch, to fend chofen men, and 
to wisie Leiters by them. See the whole church diftinguifhed from 
the Apofties and Elders, and thofe whom hecalled the whole Church, 


v.22. he calleth she Brethren, v. 23. The, Apoftles, and Elders,and 


Bretbren, 8c. Pala hoarcbihin yh Seth is a 
But though it may not bedenyed, that the Brethren ofthe church 
prefent in the Synod, had all this power of liberty, to joyn with the 
Apoftles and Elders.1n.all thefe.acts ofthe Synods yee the axtharity of 
zoe Decrees lay chiefly (if notonly)in the Apoftles and:Elders.: And 
therefore it is faid, 4.16.4, That Paul and Silas delivered:to the ~ 
Churches for to keep the Decrees that; were ordained. of the Apoftles and 


_ €lders : Sothen. it will be moft, fafe' ro preferve to the Church of 
~~, Brethren their duc liberties, and to referve to the Elders their due 


authority... ic Saas hums eee, t 
~Tfitbefaid, The Elders affembled ina Synod, have noauthericy 
to determine or conclude any a&,that fhall bindethe Ghurches,but: 
according to the inftructions which before they havereceived from 
the-Ghucchesj.1 5 .fsqeseseahs aby ove id en ot ae 
Anfw.. Wee do not fo.apprehead it; For what need Churches 
fend to.a Synod forlight anddire&tion in ways of truth’and peace,if 
they be refolved afore-hand how far-they will go? Iristrue, ifthe: 
Elders of Churches. fhall conclude in a ‘Synodrany thing ‘preju-’ 
judiciall to the truth and-peace of the Gofpel, they may juftly exe 
polinlate with.chem at their recurn, and refufe fuch Gn@ionsasthe * 
Lord hath not fancited.. Butifftthe Elders: be gathered in the name 


or 
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~ jgnorant or doubtfull of before.” 


They Jaid upon the Churches no other bar hen, but thofe neceffary 
things : neceflary,thoughnotall ofthem in their own nature, yet for 
prefent tile, to avoid the fice both of 7. wand Centile: of the few, 
by eating things firdugled med ilood ; of the Genisle and Few both, by 


“4. From the pattern of that precedent ot 


eating things fagrificed tb Idols, as Pa#l expoundeth that Article of the 
| Synod; 1 (orl 8: 10,111 2.and Chap. 10.28. This eating with of- 
_ ferice was ¢ Murther of a weak brothers foule,and a fin againft Chrift, 


£0081 fy {i yd and-thérefore #é i ¢ frye O be forborii,’ née ffiate 
P acepti, by thie heéceflity of Gods Cc Ommandemenht.* ry epatAe ee 


"a. Aifieond reafon may be from the latitude of the Apoftolicall 


eommiffion which was g'ven tothem, 4a. 28.1 9, 20. where the 
Ap: ft-es are commanded to teach the people to obferve all eee ‘tehich 
(Corift bad conimanded. If then the Apoftles ‘teach the people to ob- 
ferve- miore®then' Chrift hath comtanded, they go beyond the 
boun ds of their €ommiffion, anda latger com iffion then that given 


- tothe Apoftles;nor Elders,nor Synods,nér churches can chall-nge. 


“If ie be faid; Chrift fpeaketh only of teaching fuch things which. 
hehad commanded, as néceffary to falvation. 70%. Pr oe ee 
_» Anfo: léthe Apoftlesior their fucceffors fhould hereupon ufurpe 
aiy authority to teach the people things indifferent, they muft plead 
this their authority from fome other commiflion given them elfe- 


where: for in this place there is no foot-ftep for any fach power. 


‘That muchurgeéd-and much abufed place in 1 Cor,'14. 40. “will not 
reachit, For though’Paul requiring in that place, all the duties of 
Gods worfhip, whether Prayer or Prophefying , or Pfalmes, or 
Tongues, &c. that they fhould be petformed decently and orderly, he 
thereby forbiddeth any performance thereof undecently ; as for men 
wich long hayre,and women to {peak in open affemblies, efpecially 
to pray with their hair loofe about them, And though he forbiddeth - 
‘alfo mén (peaking two or three at owce, which to do,were not order, but 
confufion. yet he doth hor at all, neither himfelt injoyn,nor allow the 
Chutch’of Corinth to injoynfach things as decent, whofe want, or 
whof contrary is hot undécent; nor {uch orders; whofe want or 
pagal! + E 2 cone 
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For 4 third reafon of. this point,.( and to adde nomore ) ic 
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— andthepower thereof. 29° 
p ented not) tothe particular Churches, to whom they did appe#- 
tain, And for Synodicall ordination, although Ad. 1.bealledged, 
where Afaithias was called to be an Apoftle,yet it doth not appear 
that they ated then in a Synodicall way: no more then the Church 
of Antioch did, when with fafting and prayer they by their Presbyters 
f smpofed bands on Paul and Barnabas, and. thereby. fiparated them.t@ 
the work ofthe Apoftlefhip, wheretothe holy Ghoft bad-called them, 
A&.13.1, 2,3. Whence as the holy Ghoft then faid, Agopiears M4 yor 
sty ryBapvabay 5 79 Sav'aov: fo thereupon Pauiftyleth himfelf AxssoxG- 
 ggagigutev®-. Rom, 1,1, And this was done ina particular Church, 


mot ina Synod,, | 
Touching tbe fir ft Subjett of all'the forementioned power of the Keyes: And | | | 

as explanation of Independency.. Siti sige ' ie 
Hat that Churchis, which is the firft Subje& of the power : i 

VV. of thekeyes,aud whether this Church have an independent We. 

| ower in theexercife therecf} though they be made two diftin& | Gg 


Queftions,yer(if candidely interpreted) they are but one.For whats. 

 feeveris the fir Subje& of any accident or adjun&;the fame is inde~ 

pendent in the enjoyment ofit, that is,in refpect of deriving it from 
any other ftrbject likeitfelf, As if fire be the firft fishject of heat, then 

- it dependeth upon no other fubje& for heat. Now in the firftfubje& 
of any power;threethings. concur, 1; It firft receiveth that power 
whereofit isthe firft firbjeCt, and that reciprocally. 2. It firft ad. 
deth and putteth forth the exercife of that power. 3. It firft com- 
municateth that power to others. As we ice in Fire’, which is the 
firht fubjet ofheat: it firft receiveth heat, and that reciprocally. All 
fire is hot; and whatfoever is hot is fire, or hath fire in ir.Again,Fire 
firft putteth forth beat it felf, and alfotirft communicateth hear, to 
whatfoever things elfe are hot. To come then tro the firft fubie of 
Church-power, or ofthe power of the keyes. The fubftance of rhe 
doctrine thereof, may be conceived and declared in a few Propofi- 
tions. Church-power is either fupream and foveratgy, or {ubordi- 

| nate and minifteriall. Touching the former, take this propofition. 

_ | - [he Lord Jefius Chrif?,the bead of his Church,is the Myory Acxnxdp, 
the firft proper fubie& of the foveraigue power-of the keyes, He 

» bathsbe key of David: He openetb, and no man foustetb; He fantteth, and ~ 
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injoy as king thereof this foveraign power, Col.1.19.Col.2, 3 99510. 

| a ae SPU T.S tot A I ein: 

But of this foveraigne power of Chrift, there is noqueftion a 
moneft Proteftants,efpecially ftudious of Reformation. Now as con- 

- cerning the Adinifters.id power, we give thefe follqwing Propo(ii ious, 


1. Propof. A particular Church or C ongregation of Saints, profeffing 
she faith, TAKEN INDEFINITELY FOR ANY (HVRCH (one as weilas 
another) # the fr ff fibje€ of all the C burch-offices, with all their | piri 

teal gifts and power, which Chrift hath given to be executed 
amongit them 5. whesher it be Paul, oz Apollos, or Cephas, al are yours, 
_(fpeaking to the Church of Gorizth, 1( or.3.22.)notasa peculiar 
priviledge unto them; but common to them with any other parti- 
cular church, And theirs was fch a Church,of whom it is faid;7 hae 
- they came alt together into one place,for the communication of their {pi. 
rituall gifts, 1 Cor.14 23, And Pas! telleth the fa me‘church, that 
God bath fet the officers, and their gifts, and all variety of members, 
and their functions ix be Church, 1 Cor. 1 4.28. where it is not 
‘fo well tranflated [ Some] God hath fet fome inhis church, for hee 
hath fet all; but {peaking of the members: of the church 7.27. he 
proceedeth to exemplifie thofe members in @, 28. 1} ts ude Sen 6 
S6ds ty TH diixanta, and which God bath fet in his Church ; thatis, which 
members, 4poftles, Prophets, ec. For though the Relative benor- 
ofthe fame gender with the Antecedent before, yetir is an ufuall 
thiag with the pen-merrof thenew Teftament, to refpect the fenfe 
of the words, and {o the perfon intended, rather then the gender of 
theirname, andto render the Relative of the fame gender andcafe 
with the SubRantive following: fo here, 8S pay A’mestaus, Megat ras, &C, 
~ In thenew Teftament, it isnot anew obfervation that we never 
_read of any national! church, nor of any nationall officers given.to 
themby Chrift.’ {nthe old Teftament indeed, we réade of a Natio.- 
nall church.jAll the tribes of 2/*a¢/ were three times inayeertoap=" 
peare before the Lordin Fera/alem, Deut.16.16. And he appoine. 
ted them there an high Prieft of the whole nation, and certuin fo- 
Temne facrifices by him to be adminiftred, Lev. 16.1.to 2 9. and toges 
ther with himother Priefs an ! Elders; and Judges, towhomall 4 p=. 
peals fhould be brought, and who fhouid judge all difficultand 
tran{cendent cafes, Deut. 17 8. to 11. but wee reade of no {uch 
nattonall church or high Prieft,or court in the new Teftament ; And 
yet We willingly grant that particular churches of equal! power, 
terial, | may 


JT 


may in fome cafés appointed by Chrift, meet together by 
or by their meffengersin a Synod, and may perform fundry.atts of — 
power there,as hath been fhewed above. But the officers themfelves, _ 
andall the Brethren members of the Synod; yea, and the Synods~ 
themfelves, andall the power they put forth, they are all of them — 
primarily given t6 the feverall churches of particular Congregati< . 
ons, either as the firft fubject in whom they. are reftdent, or as the 

- ficft obje& about whom they are converfant, and for whofefake 
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they are gatheredand imployed. _ mee 


TL, Propof. The Apofiles of Chrift were the fir ft fubjclt of eA poftc- 
licall power, Apoftolicall power ftood chiefly in two things: Firft,, 
“in that each Apoftle had in him all minifteriall power of all the of- 
ficers of the Church, They by vertue of their office might exhort as 
Paftors, 1 Tim, 2. f. teach at Teachers, 1 Tim, 2.7. rule as Relers, 
_. 2Tim.4,1. receive and diffribute the oblations of the Church as 
Deacons, A&.4.35. yea,any one Apoftle or Euangelift carried about’ 
with him the liberty and-power of the whole Church; and there-_ 
fore might Baptize; yea, and cenfure an offender too, as if he had © 
the prefence and concurrence of the whole Church with him. For 
wereade that Philip baptized the Eunuch without the prefence of . 
any Church, Aé. 8,38. And that Paud himfelf excommunicated ; 
Alexander,1 Tim.1, 20. anditisnot mentioned that heetookthe — 
| 


confentof any Church or Presbyterie init. Itis true indeed, where 
he could have the confent and concurfe of the Church and Presbyte-. 
rie in exercife of any a& of church-power, he willingly tookit, and. 
joyned withic, asinthe ordination of Timothy (2 Tim.1.6.with - 
1 Tim. 4.14.) and in the excommunication of the incefluous Co~ 
ringhizn, 1 Cor.5.4,5. But whenboth himfelf and theperfontobe - 
baptized, or ordained, or excommunicated, were abfent and di« 
ftant from all churches, the Apoftles might proceed to put forth, 
their power in the adminiftration of any church a& without them, 
. The amplitude and plenitude of power, which they received im- : 
mediately from Chrift, would beare thes out init. 4s my Father fent : 
wre (faith Chrift) to wit,withamplitude and plenitude of foveraigne | 
power, {0 fend I you (with like amplitude and plenitude .of minifte- 
rfall power) fob. 20, 21. ‘ ig ere as 
3. Apoftolicall power extended it felf to all churches,as muchas 
to any one, Their line went out in'o all the world, (Pfal.19.4. compa- 
_red with Rom,1o.) And asthey received commiffion to preach and 
| | | 3 baptize 


5, ies 
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baptizeinall the world, 24cr, 28.19, So they ‘received chargeto 
feedthe flock of Chrifts Steep and Lambs (which implyeth all ags 
‘of Paftorall government over all the Sheep and Lambs of Chrift) 
Fob. 21. 45, 46,17, Now this Apoftolicall power, centring all 
church-power into one man, and extending it felf forth to the cir. 
cumferenct of ali churches,as the Apoftles were the firft {ub jet of it, 
fo were they alfo the laft; Nevertheleffe that ample aud univerfall 
Jatitude of power, which was conjoyned in them, is now-divided 
even by themfelves amongft all the churches, and all the officers of 
the churches re{pectively,the officers of each church attending the 
chatgeof the particalarchurch emitted to them, by vertue of their 
office, and yet noneof them negle@ing the good of other churches, 
fo farastheymay be mutually helpfull to one another in the Lord. 


*, 


the wo 


! ly. Propel, When the church of pa rticular congregation walk . 


eth together in the truth and peace, the Brethren of the church arethe 
firft fubjek of church-liberty, and the Elders thereof of church-autho- 
rity ; and both of them together arethe firlt fubjett of af cherch- power 


needful! tobe exercifed within themfelves, whether in the ele@ion _ 
_and ordination of officers, or im the’ centfure of offenders in their 


own body.) * 


OF this Propoft there be three Branches: ¢. That the Brethren - 


‘of a-particular church of a Congregation, arethe firft (ibje&ts of 


ee ft ojeQsot 2. That che Elders ofa particularchurch, are the 


firftfabjects of church-authority ': 3. Thac both the Elders and 
Brethren, walking and joyning together in truth and peace, are the 


firftfubyects of all churchepower, necdfull to be exercifed in their | 


own body. * : : 
_ Nowthatthe key ofjchurch-priviledgeor liberty is given to the 
Brethren of the church, andthe keyofruleand authoriry to the El. 
dérs of the church; hath been declaredabove, in Chzpr. 3. But thar 
thefearethe firft fubjects of thefe keys; and firft the church, the fir 
fubje&of liberty, may appeare thus. | 
Fronpthe removall of any former fubje& of this power or liber- 
ty, from whence they might derive it. If the Brethren of thecon- 
gregation were not the firft fubject of their church-liberty, then 
they derived it either from their own Elders, ot from other 
churches. But they derived it not from their own Elders: for 
they had power and liberty to choofe their own Elders, as hath 
been fhewed: above, and therefore ney had this liberty before 
ol | they 


: we found no foor-ftep in the pateern of Synods, e4é..1 g» thar the - 4 


- publifhing of the decrees ‘of that) Synod, the Churches were efta» 


any areck: libercy acall, 


~ confciences.: For thas runnech the Apoftles charge to the Elders. of 


“ office in the church, 1.77; 3,4, 5. He mult be, one thit ar ableta 


: Sion ro the offical an Fda Neither hats God given a fpiric of © 
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we had cidaen: we fo could no ve it from them... 

stg did they, derive it from other particular churches. F - 
‘particular churches. are of equall liberty and power. within joo q 
felves, not one of chem fubordinate to another. Wee reade notin 7 
Scripture, that the Church of Coréashpwas fabject to that of Ephe,. 
fus, nor that of Bphefes to. Corinth; no, nor that of Genaitante. 
¢ eriuth, though ic was achurch ficuate in their vicinity, 

Nor did they derive their libexty froma Synod of churches, For 


— ‘ Pe ni: ee 


‘Church of eaticeh borrowed. any of their liberties fromthe Synod _ 
at Ferufalem, . They borrowed indeed light from them, and de- ~ 
crees,tending to the eftablifhment of truth andpeace. Forupon the 


blithed in the faith (or truth) 44 16.4, 5. andalfo in confolation 
and peace, 4a,.15..3%, 32. but. eat did mantorcow frou them 


2. Now, the fecuzud bramebe of the Propopii im ah “That the Elders. 
of the church of a particular Congregation, are the firft fubjec& of 
rule-or authority, inthat church: (or congregation) over which the = 
Holy Ghoft hath madethemoversfeers. c::ift) io obs io ab 7 

~q. From the chargeof rule over the Churchegmmittedtothem 
immediarly from Chrift; Bar theugh the Elders Be chofen to their 
‘office by: the church of Brethren; yet the office it felf is ordained — 
immediatly by Chrift, and the rule annexed to the effice, islimitéd 
‘by Chriftonly. Ifthe Brethren of the church thould elecba’ presbys 
teric tabe called by chem inthe Lord, this will notexinfe the Pref. 
byters in their neglectof rule,cither- before the Lord,artotheirown 


Ephefas, (A&2.0.28.) Take veedto pane feltres.and to te ~— flock, 
over which ibe Eady. Ghoft hash mada yan over-(adrna:'> ooo 10 wailed 
2. Thefameappearech from thegife ofrtle; sequined efpeciallp 

in. an Elder, withour which they: are net capable of eleCtion: to. that 


rule moll his- oan hoses orelée how fhall he order chechurchof God? 
The like gift of ruke ig not neceffary to theadmiffion of a member 
into che churchy.as ta theel ection of am Elder: -Hfaprivare hrech 
be not fo-wellable (throughweakmeffe in prudencaior courage ).x to 
ryle bis own house, it will potjuitly deharre him ftomentrance in- 
tothe church; but the-like defect wilkjnftty: debara man trom ele- 


rule 


__e¢it of the key of Authoriti¢, to whom he hath not giventhe gift 


Z ees: 


“* Anf: They inveft bim with rule, partly by chafing him tothe nf 


fice which God hath i 


nvefted with rule, partly by profeffing their 


‘own fubje@inn to him inthe Lord : we bythe rule of Relatives 

: doth neceffatily iriferre, and preferre’ the authoritie of the Elders 

_ ver them For in yeeldinig fubjedtion, they either fet up, or acknow-- 
Jedge Authoritie in him; towhom they yeeldfabjeGion, 

Ob. 2. “The body of the Chureh is the Spoute of Chrift, the 

‘Lambo wifeand oughtnot the wifeto rule chefervants and ftewards 
inthe houfe, rather thes they her? Is tt not meet that the keyes of © 


_._Atithoritie fhou!d han 
“ <* = Ani, There ts ad 
_» etfs, Eadies of great 
_4% 9°) and Conntrey 


gat her girdle vacher then at theirs ? 

iffererice to be put between. Queers, Prin- 
Honor, (fuch as the Church isto Chrift, P fai. 
hufwives, poore mets wives. Queens and 


great perfons have feverall offices and officers for every bufinetle 
and frvice about the licutfe, as Chatnberlains, Scewards, Treafurers, 


- Comptrollers, Vihers, Beyliffs, Groomes, and Porters, who fave 
_alfthe'anthoritieof ordering che affairs of their Lords houfe. in 
their hands. There isnot a key left in the Queens hand of any office, 
but onely of power and libertie to call for what the wanteth accor- 
ding to the Kings royall allowance : which if fhe exceed; the off. 
cers have power toreftrain her by order from the King, Buc coun- 
trey hufwives, and poote mens wives, whofe husbands have no 


- Officers, Bayliffs or Stewards’, to overfee’and order their eftates, 
they may carry the keyes' of any office at their own girdles, which 
the husband keepeth not in hisown hands Not becaufe poore huf- 
wives have greater anthoritie ithe houfe thety Queens but be- 


‘anfeof theirpoverty 


andmeéan éftate, they are fain.cobe in ftead’ of 


many fervants to tier fusbands. | | 
0F}.3- The wholebody naturall, is the firft fiibje& of ali the na= 
tral’ power of anymember in the body 2s thefacultie of fight ts 
fict inthe body, before in theeye: anh 7 
~*~ Aafw. Tris norinthe myfticall beady ¢the Charch:)inall refpetty 

- glitte; asitr the matutallbedy: Inthe natutall body there be all tie 


F 2 . faculties 
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faculties of each pare a€tually inexiftent, though not exerting. or. 
putting forth themfelves, till each member be articulatedand for- - 
med. But inthe body of the Church of Brethren it is not fo. All 
the feverall funG@ions of Church power, arenot aually inexiftent. 
in the body of Brethren, unlefle fome of them have the gifts ofa 
the officers, which ofcen they have not, having neither Presbysers, 
nor men fit to be Presbyterse Now if the power of the Presbytery 
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were givento a particular Church of Brethren, as ach, primo. per 
fé, then it would be foundin every particular Church of Brethren. 
Fora Quatenus adomnia valet confequentia, — | : 


® 


Obj. 4. Butitis an ufuall tenent in many of our bef Divines, 


that che government of the Churchis mixt ofa Monarchy , an Arie’ 
ftocracie, and a Democracy. In regard of Ghrift the head, the go- 
vernment of the Church is foveraigne and monarchicall,. In regard 
of the Rule by the Presbytery, it is ftewardly and Ariftocraticall ; ia 
regard of the peoples power in elections.and cenfures, itis Demo-: 
eraticall : which argueth, the people have fome {tock of. apazes, 
power and authoriryin the governmentofthe Church, 
Auf, Ina large fenfe, Authority after a fort, may be acknowe 
ledged inthe people. As 1, when a.man a&teth by counfell accor 
ding to his own difcerning freely, he is then faid.to be dumzvaG,. 
Dominus fui actus. Sothe people inall the a&ts of liberty which they. 
put forth are Domini fui actus, Lords of their own action. cS 
2. The people by their aéts of liberty,as in eleGion of officers,and ~ 
concurrency in cenfure of offenders, and in the Determination and - 
_ Promulgation of Synodalla&ts; they have a great ftroke or power. 
in the ordering of Church affairs, which may be called xgdt@- or pom 
teffas,a Power, which many times goech under thename of rule og 
authoritie, but in proper {peech it is rather a priviledge or liberty 
then authoritie, as hath been opened above in Chap, 3. For no act 
of the peoples power or liberry doth properly bind, unleffe the au- 
thoritie of the Presbytery concur with it.: ES tec: a 
3. A thirdargument whereby it may appear that the Elders of-a 
particular Church are the firft fubject of auchoritie in that Church, 
is taken from the like removall of other fubjedts, from whence they 
might bechought to derive their authoritic, as was ufed before to 
prove the Church of Brethren was the firlt {ubje& of their own lie. 
bertie in their own Congregation, The Elders of Churches are ne- 
ver found in Scriptureto derive their authority which they exercife. 
in ther own congregation, either from the Elders of other or 
3 ches, 


“< 


doe ahd the'power thereof. 37 
‘anieaGor any éyiod of Chureles. All Pactata ss Chaiches and 
-allthe Elders of them areofequall power, each of themrefpective= 
ly in their own Congregations. None of them call’ others their 
Rabbies, or Mafters, or Fathers (in refpe&t of any authoritie over 
them) bucallofthemewn andacknowled ge one another as fellow 
Brethren, Adatth. 23.8; 9,100 2 iy 

»Andthoughin a Synod they have revented power re Chrif, 
and from his prefencein the Synod, to exercife Authoritie in impo- 
fing burthens ¢-fuch as the holy Ghoft layeth upon all Charches 
whofe Elders are prefent with them, 4.1, 28. (for the Apoftles 
were Eldérs ia all Churches) yet the Elders of every particular 
~ Church, when they walk withthe brethren ‘of their own Church 

in light and peace, they need not co derive from the Synod any 
power.to impofe the fame, or the like burthensupon their owne 
-Ghirches. For they havereceived.a power and charge from Chrift, 
to teach and: command withall authoritiethe whole counfellofGod’ 
unrotheir people. And the people difcerning the light of thetrath. 
delivered,and walking in peace: with their:‘Elders, they readily 
-yeeld obedience to:their Over-{eers, in'whatfoever they fee and 
hear by: them commended tothe fronrthe Lord. | 
32 Now wetome tothe third branch of the thied Propofition, 
which was this, Thatthe Church of a particular congregation, El- 
ders and Brethren walking andjoyning together in truthand peace, 
are the firft fubjeCc of all ‘Church-power,needfall to be'exercifed 
within themfelves, whether in the ele@tion or ordination of ofhieses, | 
or in the¢en fire of offenders in their own body. - Hi 
The truth hereof may appear by thefé. Arguments. t In point 
of erdization, From the compleat integritie of a Miniiters calling 
(even to the fatisfaCtion of his. own and the peoples confcience) 
when both the Brethren and: the Elders of the particular Church 
whereto he is called, havé pur forth the power which belongeth to 
them abont him. As, when the Brethren of the Church have chon 
him to office,and the Presbyterie of the Church have laied their 
hands uponhim :and both'oftthem in their feveralla&s have due 
refpectto the inward min‘fteriall: gifts whereanto God hath fur- 
nifhed him: he maythen look at himéelf as called by the holy 
Ghoft, to exercifé his talents inthat office amongft them, andthe 
people may and ought to receive him, 2s fent of God tothem. 
--. - Whatdefe& may be foundinfucha call, when the Brerhrenex¢ 
ercife their lawfulllibertie, and the Elders their lawfull authority, 
| in 
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beter eMiniterk Due 7 pit eh : wanted ii pofi- 
tion of hands by the Bifhap, who fucceedeth in the chemo ey 
_ bby and Tited, whom the Apattle Pru! left the one in anise 
other in Crete;.to ordain Elders in many Churches, Tit.t.5. (60 
eduj: Toucliing ordination by Timothy, atid Tiss, and’ ¢ 
| -preteitze of them by Bifhops, enough hath been faidtby man} oe 1 
| ly learned hetetotore,e(pecially of larer times. | 
The famme cometh to théfeconclufions. 1 That Tisorby and g 
Tis did not ordain Elders it. many Churches, as Bifhops,' but as 
Evangelitts. Timtly is expre fly termed-aiv Evangelift, a°Tim, 4:57 - 
And Taueisas cleatly deeyphered to be an Evangelift'as Timathy) - 
_ by the chara&érs of an-Evangelift, which either Scripture holdtch = 
| ferch, or Eufebivsnoceth in bis Ecalefiaft: biffor, lib. 3, cap. 37. Gre 4 
a _ 6 31 Eat. Nosto be limitedta a cerrain Church, bur tofollow ~ | 
3) the Apoftles, finifbing their work in, planting and watéring Churs | 
3 | _ ches: where they ¢ame, They did indeedordainofficerswherethey | 
3 | wanted, and.exereifed jurifdiGtion (asthe Apeftlesdid ) in teverall 
a | Charches : ; yet with the reftof the Presbyterie,and in the prefénce 
a | | of the whole Church, 1 Tim, 52 But for the conunnance of this of- 
— fice of an Evangelift in the Church, therelismo-direstion in the Epi- 
i thes eitherto Timony ox Firs, ov any where elfe in Scripture.) 
62 lL 2.Conelution, Thofe: Bithops witefe callings or offices in the 
1] Church, are fet forth in thofe Epiftles to be continued ; they are als 
1] together Synonyma with Presbyters: Ti.1.55 76° 1 Tim. 3. 1.10704 
i 3. Concluf, We read of many Bifhops toone Church, Phil. pr. 10 
3 | Adi 14,23, and Chap. 20. £7, 28. Tit. 1.5. 7. but! not of many - 
i Churches (much lefoall theChurches ialarge Dioceffe )to ¢ one 
| : Bifhop. » 
4.Conclul ‘There is no tranfeendent proper work, cut out; or 
rekexved for stich atranfcendentofficerasa Diocefan' Bifhopthrough 
onethe New: Eeftament, The tranfcendentatts refervedito him by 
the. Advocates. of Epitcopacie , are Ordination and Furifdiction, 
Now bogh chefe are-atts of Rules: And Punt: to: EF amothy acknow= 
ledge tine Rufers.in the Church above Paftors:and ‘Teachers, whoi 
labour in wordand dodtrine,but rather Paftors and: Teachers above. 
them; ‘The B!ders.((aith he}) thar rule well, are worthy-of double! 
honour, bur efpecially help that labour i in word and: doétrine. r 
Tits 5. Fe. | 
x, Goncluft. When after the Kpoftles: sinios dite of che Patorsby: 
way 


oe ioe ae Me i Na | 19e ‘power: - VEO ae 8 co , id 39 
ay of Eminencie was. called Bithop for order fake, yet for many - 
yeershe didro att of power,bar 1° With eonfent of the Presbyte™ 
tie, 2 Withconfénr,and in rhe prefenceof the people. As is no~ — 
tedout of Enfebius, Ecclefiast, Hi fier, lib. 6. 0a, 43: Gr, ca. 35. Lat. 

Cyprian Epift. lib, 3. Epilt, 10. lib. 1. Epift 3. Cafaberadverfic Bt 
FOND, exersitat, T§i sunt, 38.) AST CEL AgS , ti a L ity ae j 
- Whién it is alledged ourof Hicrome co confitin the fame, that in 
the primitive times, Communi Prerbyterorum confilio, Ecclefie guber- 
 mabantur. It is a weak and poore evafion,to put it off with obfer- 
ving, that he faith, Communi: Preshyterorum confilve; not artboritate, 
For. No authoritieis ducto Presbyters over the Bifhop or Piftor, 
nomiore thentothe Paftor over them. They are ovurpeoPurvecr, fel. 

tow-Elders, and,coequall.in authoritie.. And-2.. when Hierome 
faith; The Churches were governed by thé commow cotinfell af 
them alls Todrgueth nothing wae doné againg their counfelf, but 
all. with it, elieiemight be faid; che Bilhop governed the Churches 


withthe common countcll of Presbyrets, ro wir, asked, but'not fol- 
lowed,» And that wouldimply a contradiction to Hieroms teftimo- 
 niestafaythe Churches were governed by the fole authotitic of 

~ ‘Bifhops,and yet nov without. ackirig ‘tlie:cominon couhfell-of the 
 Presby ters. (For in asking their counfell,and net followide ic, the 
Bithop thoaldorderand: govern the Churches againft their coun- 
fell: Now thatthe Churches were governed by thecomimen courtfell 
of Presbyters, andagainftthe com mon courfell of Présbyrérs , are 
fatcontradictorits.:\. Wi TITLED SBN EB iC oF1D 109 229. BO Sis: 

gunn dedond: Argument; xo-provetiat the Brethren of the 
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Ghurch ofa particular congregation, walkiag-wich their Elders in 
wih ahd ptace,ate the fied fabjea'of all that Church power whieh 
iswecdfall to. be exercifed in thea owmbody: Te istaken 0°" 
[Efomtheir indifpentabsle and independenv. power in Church ceti+ 
fareicEhe cenfrecharis racifved in heaven‘cannidt be difpented withs 
all, nor'rev-rfed by any power! on €artli, Now the cenfare that's 
-. adminifttrdby the Chucch of a parriedlar coneregatian, is ratified 
- in’ Heaven. For fo faith the Lord: fefwe touching thecpow er of 
Chvett conlaresy: Mae h, 18 17, 48, “Tithe offender reff ro 
FointheChmica, lerbanbbe to ihée Avia heather and a Pabliean, Verity F 
frsito you, Whatfoever ye Poail bind on darth, phatlbeboundih Beaven: 
“md weharfoewer ye foull hofe-on earth, Balk be bole ta beaver, >’ 
 kgainttchis Argh mencfrom this-Text- many objcCtions are wort’ 


‘tobe made, bawnone thaxwill holds: : © (1 
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Church (forit was.not yet extant, norcouldthe Apoftlesthe 


ICs 


under ood Chrift ifhehad fo meant) but the Jewifo 


eve 
and 


fohe delivereth their ecnfure, in a Femifs phrafes:co vaccounta 


“ man as.anHeaehen.and a Publican, 


Axfw, 1. The Chriftian Church, thonghie was not then extanr, * 
yet the Apoftles knew as well what hemeantby€hurchin 2408.18, - 


47-as they.undesftood what he meant by building his Churchupon 
the Rock in Adaz. 16-18. It was enoughthe Apoftles looked for a 
Church, which Chrift would gather, and build upon che confeffion 
of Peters faiths and being builc, fhould: be indued: with heavenly 
power intheir-cenfures, which they more fully underftoud afters 
wards, when having received the Holy Ghoft, they came to put 
thefethingsin pradiice. ©. ss = > Sra 
. afm. 2. Theallufionin the Church: cenfure to. the Fewi/acu- 
ftome, inaccounting a man as an: Heathen and Pwblican, dothnoe 
argue that Chriftdire&tech his Difciples to comp|ain of fcandals ro 
the Fewife Synagogues ; buconly.dire&eth. them how to'walkto- 
wards obftinate offenders,excommunicate by the Chriftian church, 
co wit,to walk cowards them, as the, ews: walk towards Heds 
thens, (to wit, denying to them religious. communion) and as-to= 
wards Pxblicaus, with-holding from them familiar civill. commu- 
nion;for fo the Iews faid to Chrifts Difci ples, Why eateth your Mafter 
with Publicans and Sinners? - | | Lic 


to make complaint of their offences: to the Jevife Synagogues : 
, For, firlt, Is itlikely he would: fend. his Lambs and Sheep, ‘for’ 
right. and. healing, unto’ Wolves and Tigres?» Both their Sanhez’ 
drim, and moft of their Synegogues: were nobetter.. And if here’ 
and there,fome Elder S of their Synagogues ‘were: better. affe aed, 
yet how may it-appear that f0/it was,: where any of themfelyes’ 
dwelt? And if that might appear. too, -yet:had Hot the few, ali: 


ready agtecd;. ‘That if any, man did confeffe Ghrift, he foovrd: becaft 


ont of the, Synagogues, Joh. gs 220. | ATisl 4 L sf tgabhig 
Object. 2. Againit che argument from this Text, it isobjeted.. 
‘That by the Churchis meant the Bithop, or his Commiffary?,.*) 
_ Aafw, 1. One-man is not the Church, - >> 
_-Tfiebe faid, one man may reprefenta church; thereply is ready: 
ene man. Cannot reprefentthe Church, unleffe he befent forth by: 


wr ¥ i 


the Church ; but fo is neither the Bifhopnor his Commiflaty.:They: 


fend 


cin/w. 3. Itis not credible, that Chrift would fend his Ditciples 
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—.-fend’not for them, but they come unfent for, (like water into a Ship) 

chiefly for the terror of the fervants of Chrift, and for the incou- 
ragement:of the prophane, And though fome of Chriftsfervants 
have found fome favour from fomefew of Bifhops, (men ofmore 
learning-and ingenuity) yet thofe Bifhops have found the leffe fa- 
vour themielves fiom their fellow-Bifhops. 
~Anf.2e The Bifhop ordinarily is no memberof the Church of 

_ that congregation, where the offence is committed, and what is his 
fatisfaction to the removall of the offence given tothe Church? 

Anfw.3. Thenew Teftament acknowledgeth no fuch ruler in 

the Church, as:claimeth honour above the Elders that labour in 
word and Doctrine, 1:Timj.t7. 
oe Objels -gs:To tell) che,Church, is to tell the Presbyterie of the » 
Chorehitstcathe : ee, eee 
 Anfw, t We deny not, The offence is to be told to the Presby- 

 terie syer not to them as the Church,but. as the guides of the church, 

who, ifupombhearing the caufe, and examining the witneffes, they 

\ finde itwipe for publike cenfare, they are then to propoundit to the » 

Church,and to try and cleer the ftate of the caufé before the church, 

that fo the church difcerning fully the nature and quality of the of- 

 ffenceimay confent to the judgement and fentence of the Elders 

> againftit,to the confufion of the offender ; and the publike edifica- 

| tion of them all, who hearing and fearing, will learn to beware of the 

| like wickedneffe. = ie? 

_ Anfe. 2. The Church is never put for the Presbyterie alone 
throughout the new Teftament) though fometime it be put ex- 
| prefly for the Fraternity alone, as they are diftinguifhed from the 

Eldersand Officers, 44.15.22. and therefore Tell the Church,can- 
not be meant Tell the Presbyteriealone. 
_ Objet, In theold' Teftament,the Congregation is often put for 
the Elders and Rulers of the Congregation. ¥ . 
Anfw. Let all the places alledged be examined, and ic will ap- 
-peare, that in matters of judgement, wherethe Congregation is put 
for the Elders and Rulers, iris never meant(for ought we can finde) 
|. \ofthe Elders and Rulers alone, fitting apart, and retired from the 
| Congregation ; but fitting,in the prefence of the Congregation, 
| and hearing and judging caufes before them: In which cafe, if a 
| fentence have paffed froma Ruler, with the diflike of the Congre- 
gation, they have not ftuck to thew. their dflike, fometime by pro- 
tefting openly againg it (as 1 Sam.14.44, 45.) fomeiime by re- 
31h G gi. fofing 
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fafing to exécuteit.(1 $am,23.16,17.) And what the people of 
the Congregation lawfully did in-fome cafes, at (ome times, in wa- 


4a «Of the Keyes of ihe Kingdom of Heaven, 


ving and counterpsizing the fentenice of their Rulers, the famethey 


might and ought to have done in the like cafesatany time. The 
whole Hoft or Congregation of Zfrael might proteft againftan un- 
righteous illegall fenteuce; and a part of the Congregation, who - 
- difcerned the iniquity of'afentence, might juftly withdraw them-’ 
felves from the execution of it. 


Objet, 4. Whea Chritt (aid Tell the Chureb, hee meant aSyno- 


dicall or Clafficall affembly of the Presbyters of many Churches, ~ 
Fof it was his meaning and purpofe in this place, to preferibe a rule 
for the removing of all fcandals out of the Church, which cannotbe 
done by telling the Church of one Congregation 5 for what if.an 
Elder offend ; yea, what if the whole Presbytery offend? The people 
or Brethren have not power to judge their Judges, to rule rheir Ru- 
lers, Yea, what if che whole Congregation fall under an offence (as 
they may do, Lev.4,13..) a Synod of many Présbyters may reform 
~ them, but fo cannot any one Congregation alone ; if the Congrega- 
tion that gave the offence ftand out in it. 88 CORNER 

Anjo. 1. Referving die honour to Synods rightly ordered, or 

(whicl is all one) a Claffis or Conventian of Presbyters of particular 


churches, we do not finde that a Church is any where pucfora — 


Synod of Presbyceries. Andit were very incongruous inthis place : 
For though it be faid a particular Congregation cannot reach the re- 
movall of all offemces; fo it may be as truly faid, chatic werenn- 
meet to trouble Synods withevery offence that falleth out inaCon- 
gregatton ; Offences fall out often, Synods meet but feldome, and 
when they do meet, they finde many mote weighty imployments, 


then ro atrend toevery offence of every private brother. Befides, — 


as an whole particular Congregation may offend, fo may a gene- 
rall Affembly of all che Presbyters ina Nation offend alfo: Forge- 


nerall Councels have efred, and what remedy fhall be found to - 
rémove {uch etrors ahd offences ont of this Text? Moreover, if - 


@ offence be foundina Brother of a Congregation, and the Con- 

pregation be found faithfull and willing to remove it by duecen- 

fare ; why fhould the offence be called up to more publike judica- 
ture, and the plaifter made broader shan thefore? 


'-, Again, If an Elder offend, the reft of the Presbytery with 


the Congregation joyting together, may proceed. againft him, 


(if they cannot etherwife heal him) and fo remove ~ of- | 
3 ence 


’ 
| 


| 
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| 
| 
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"and the power thereof. 43 
fericefrom among(tthem. If the whole Presbyterie offend, or fach, 
apart as will draw aparty’nd a faGtion in the Church wich’ them 
their readieft courfe is, ta bring the matter then toa Synod. For 
though this place in Matthew direct not to thats yet the Holy 
Ghotlt leaveth us not without direGtion in fach a cate, burgivethusa 
pattern inthe church of Auticch,to repaire toa Synod, And thelike 
courfe is to betaken in the offence of a whole Congregation, if it 
be perfifted in with obftinacy. Neither is it true which was faid, 
thar it was the purpofe of Chrift in 44.18.17. to preferibe a rule 
for the retmovall of all offences out of the Church, but only of 
_ fuch private and leffe hainous offences,as grow publike and notori- 

ous onlybyobftinacy of theoffenders: For if offences be haynous 
and publike atfirft, che Holy Ghoft doth not dire& us to proceed in 
{uch @ general courfé ftom‘a private admonition by one brother _ 
alone; and then'to a fecond, byone or two more, and at laft, to tell 
ito the Church. But im fich a cafethe Apoftlegiveth another rule, 
((uCor. 5.41.) toealt an haynous notorious offender, both out of 
church-communion, and private familiar communion alfo, | 

Objet, +5; The Churchhere fpoken of, Afar.18.17. is fachan 

one,as whereto acomplaint may orderly be made: Buta complaint 
cannotbe orderly made to a multitude, fach as an whole Congre- 


amount to, J#d.20. I 525394, &c. : 

Objet, 6. The Church here tobe complained of meeteth with 
authority, (for cenfures are adminiftred with authority) bur the 
church of a particular hi Hee meeteth with humility, to 
feek the face and favour of God. 

_ eAafd, Famility toGed may well ftand with authority to men. 
The 24. Elders (who reprefent the growne heyres of the Church 
of the new Teftament ) they are faid in Church-aflemblies to fit up- 
onthrones with crownes on their heads, Xev. 4. 4. yet when they 
fall down to worlhip God and the Lamb, they caft down their 
-crownesat his feer,v. 10. - : 

Objeé, 7. In the church of a particular Congregation, a woman 
may not fpeak : but in this Church here {poken of, they may fpeaks 
for they may be offenders, and offenders muft give an account of 


their offences. 
shane: G 2 Anfw, When 
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_ednfi». When the Apofile forbiddeth women to {peak in the! 


_ church, he meaneth, {peaking partly by we y of authority,as in pub= 
like praying or prophefying in ct Hen ne Tim.2.12.) pare yeas | 
way of bold inquiry, in asking queftions pnblikely of the Prophets 

inthe face of the Church, ((or.14.3.4.But to anfwerit:If the whole 
Congregation have taken juft offence at the open fin of a woman, 


fhe is bound.as much to give fatisfaGtionto the whole Congregati=. 


: 
] 
on, as well as. tothe Presbyterie, © sec Hijiotstw epic) open 
- _Obje%, 8.. When Schifmes grew tobe feandalous inthe Church 
_ of Gorinth, the houfhold of Ghlcetoldnot the whele Gongregation * _ 
of it, but Paxl, 1 Cor. 1: Ae Pee ne b : eee. 


Anfw. The contentions in the Church of Corinth werenot the — 
offence of a private brother, but of the whole church. And who 
cantell, whether. they had not fpoken of:it to the Church before? : 
But whether thay had or no, the example only argueth, that Bre= 
thren offended with the fins of their brethren, may tellamElderof. 
thecburch of it, that he may tell it to the Church, which no man 1 
denyeth. Paw/ was an Elder of every, church of Chrifts as theother = * ‘ 
Apoftles were, as having the government of all the churches com- ‘ 
mitted tothem all.’ ~ Or as eo 
. Having thus(by the help of Chrift,) cleered.this Text in. AZar,1 9: 
17. from variety of mifconftruétions, ( which not the ob{curity of | 
the words, bur the eminency of the gifts, and worth of Expofitors 
hath, made difficult ), Let.us adde an argument or two more to the. 
{ame purpofe,to prove, thatthe Church of a particular Congres 
gation, fully firnifhed with officers, and rightly.walking in judge 
ment and peace, is the firkt fubject of all Church-authority, need- 
full tobe exercifed, within, their own body.) =...» 
3. Athird argument to.prove, this, isufually and, juftly. taken 
from the pra€tice and example of the Church of Corinth, in the 
excommunication of the inceftuous Corinthian, COrss.. ke tose. 
Olj. 1. The excommunication of the inceftuous Corinthian; was 
not an ac of judicial] authority in-the church of Corinth, whether 
Elders or Brethren, but rather, sn act of fubjection to the Apoftle,, 
publifhing the {entence, which the Apofile had before decreed and 
judged: for (faith the Apoftle ) I though abfent in body, yet pre- 
fent in {pirit, have judged already, concerning him that hathdone 
this deed; &c, nets ok MeBiadins mb cach | we 
Anjr. y. Though Pawl.(as a chiefe Officer of every church) 
_ jad ged before-handthe excommunication of the inceftnous Corin- 
| 7 . thian : 
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— sbians yethis judgement was hot'a yudiciall fentence, delivering 
 himito Satan, but a judicious do&rineand inftruction, teaching the 
~ Churchwhat they ought to doin thatcafe. ec luke ciate, 
43, The a& of the church in’ Gorinth in cenfuring the inceftuons’ 

~ perfon, was indeed an act of fubjeftion to the Apoftles divine do-: 
rine and dire@tion(as all: church-cenfures,by whomfoever admi- 
niftred, ought tobe aéts of fubjection:to-the word of Chrift) bur 
yet their act was acompleatact of juft power, (even an act of all 
that liberty and:authoriry which isto beput forth in any cenfure. ) 
For, firftthey delivered him to Satan; in the name of the Lord Jefus,. 
and with the power of the Lord Jefus, v. 4. andithat is the higheft 
power inthe Churchs Secondly,the fpiritof Pay; that is, his Apo- 
ftolike fpirit was gatheredtogether with them, in delivering and 
 publithing the fentence ; which argueth, both his power and theirs. 
 was‘co-incidentand concurrent in this: fentencé, -Thirdly, the holy 

-. end and ufe of this fentence arguerh the heavenly power from 

--whenceit proceeded. They delivered him to Satan forthe de- 

- ftrntion: of the flefh (that is, for the mortifying of his corruption ) 

~ thatlhis foul might be faved inthe day ofthe Lord Jefis. Fourthly, 

when his foul came to be humble -and. penitent by the means of this: 

 fentence, Paw! intreateth the church to releafe and forgive him, 
2 Cor.2;6. to 10. Now ejufdem poteftatis eft ligare: & folvere, clande~ 
_rerep apersres: ance tobe] 67 PSDs ; | 
-Objes 2%. Allthisarguethno more,butitat {ome in the cherch' 

of Corinth had this power (to'wit, the Presbytery of the church,but 

not the whole body of the people). to excommunicate the offender. 
-Anfm, 1. If the Presbyterie alone had put forth this power, yer 
that fufficeth tomake goodthe Propofition, that every cFurch. fure: 
nithed witha: presbyterie; and proceeding righteouflyand p:ace- 
ably, they have within themfelvesfo much: power. as is requifite, 

to beexercifed within their'own body. — | | 

| Anfw, 2. Itis apparent by the Text, that the Brethren coneur- 

red alfovin this fenterice, and that ‘with fome al? of power, to wit; 

fuchpower as the want of putting it forth, retarded the fentence, 

and the; putting: of it forth was requifice to the adminiftration 

of the fenterice. | ; | 7 

For, firft, the reproofefor not proceeding to fentenc2fooner, is 

. dire&ted.to the whole church, as wellasto the Presbyterie; Zebey are: 

alt blamed for not ‘mourning, for not pursing bim away, for bing puffed. 

ap rather, 1 Cor,5. 2. on 
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Of the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, 


a, The commandiénris directed to them all jhe 


hecommandeth them all, Put amway therefore from among you that wic 
ked pevfon,y.1 3. ai eis Diisigiee teis is tok Poe Gist bie sq 


~ 3. Hedeclareth hig act of theirs in putting him out, tobe ajudi= a4 


ciallact, v. 12, Doyounot judge them that are within? | Say tharthe 
judgement of authoritie be proper onely to che Presbytery , yet the 
judgement of difcretion (which as concurring in this act with the 
Presbytery hath a power in it (as'was faid ) may not be denyed to 
the Brethren: for here is an a€t of jadgemenc afcribed to them alls 
which judgementinthe Brethren he elteemeth of it &highly;thae 
from thence he taketh occafion to advife the members of the 
Charch, to refer their differences even in civill matters, to the 
judgemenc of the Saintsor Brethren, Kzow ye aot (faith he.) thatthe 
Saints foail judge the world ? yea the Angels ? + Cor. 6, 1,2, 3. how 


~ much more the things of this life ? Yea rather then they fhouldgo 
to Law, and that before Infidels, inany cafe depending betweene 


Brethren, he advifeth them rather to fer-up the meane® in the 
Church to hear and judge between them, 1 Cor. 6.4. oft De 


4. When the Apoftle diretech them upon the repentance of aa. 


offender, to forgive him, 2 Cor,2,4,to 10, he fpeakeéth to the Bres 
thren, as wellasto their elders to forgive him, As they wereall (the 
Brethrenas wellas che Elders ) offended with his fin: fo it was meet 
they fhouldallalike be fatishied, and being fatisfied fhould forgive. 
him: the Brethren in a' way of brotherly love and Church-confent, 
as well asthe Elders, by fentencing his abfelution and reftitution to 
the Chareh. 2 2207 hee nro et cae 

3-0b;. Bat was not this Ghurch of Caréxth( who had all this 


power ) ametropolis,a mother Charchof Achaia, in which many Pre{- 


byteries, from mauy Churches in the villages wereaffembledto ad- 

minifter thiscenfare? © 9 rales < 
Anf. No fach thing appeareth from the ftory of the Church of 

Corinth, neither inthe A&ts( Adz. 18.) nor from either of the Epifties 


' tothe Corinthians, True it is, Corinth was-a mother-city , but not & 


mother-Chu:chtoall Achaia: and yet it is not unlikely that’ other 
Churches in that region, might borrow much light from their vifts: 
for they abounded, and were enriched with variety of all gifts,y Cor. 


r.5.7. Butyet that which the Apoftle calleth theC burch of (orimb; 


even the whole Church was no larger, then was wontto méet togerber 
: an 


} bee 


_thered togetler, (and what is thar butts a Church meeting? )to pro-— 
ceedagainfthim. 1 Cor.5. 4. Inlikefort, intheend of the'Chaprer - 
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“in one placeyone congregation, 1 Corinth. 14:33. 0 
"A fourth and lalt Argument to prove the Propofition, that every 


47 


~ Church fo furnifhed with officers (as hath been faid) and fo carried — 


on in cruthand peace, hathall Church power needfull to be exercie 
fed within themfelves, is taken from the guilt of offence, which 
_ lieth upon every Church, when any offence committed by their 
~ members lyeth uncenfured and unremoved, « Chrift hath fome- 
thing againft the Church of Perganeus, for fiffering Balasm and the 
Nicolaitans, Revel. 2, 14515. and fomething againft the Cburch of 
Thyatira, for fuffering Fezabel, Now if thefe Churches had_not ei- 
- ther of them fufticient power to purge ont their own offenders, why 
are they blamed for toleration of them? yea, why are not the ncigh- 
bour Churchesblamed forthe fins of thefe Churches? But we fee, 
neither is ‘Pergamus blamed for tolerating Fexabe/, nor Tiyatira for 
tolerating Balazm, nor Smyrna for tolerating either. Indeed what 
Chtift writeth toany one Church, his Spirit calleth a// the Churches 
tohearken unto, and fohe doth our Churches alfo at this day: not 
hecaufe he blamedthem for the toleration of fins in other Churches, 
but becaufe he would have them beware of the like remiffenefle in 
tolerating the'like offences amongft themfelves :and alo would 
rovoke them to obferve notorious offences amongft their Sifters 
- Churches, and wich brotherly love and faithfulnefleto admonifh 
themthereof. © 
~ Itisanunfound body that wanteth ftrength to purge out his 
own vicious and malignant humours. Andevery Church of a par- 
ticular congregation, being a bodie, evena body of Chrift in it felt, 
it were not for the honour of Chrift, nor of his body, if when ic were 
ina found and athletick conftitution, it fhould not have power to 
purge itfelf ofits own {uperfluous and noyfome humors. 


IV. Propofition. Incafes particular Church be difturbed with error 


ar feandall, and-the fame maintained by a faflion amongft them, Now 
a Synod of Churches, or of their meffengers as the fir ft fiebz of that power 
and anthoritie, whereby error is judicially convinced and condemned, the 

truth fearched out, and determined ; andthe way of truth and peace 
declaredand impofed pon the Churches, ; 

The cruth of this Propofition may appear by two Arguments. 

1. Argam, From the want of power in fuch a particular church 
to paffea binding fentence, where error of fcandall is maintained by 
afaction; For the promife of binding and loofing which is made to 

a parti. 
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a particular church, Adat,-18.18. isnot givento thec when 


it is leavened witherroriand variance.” ft is a received maxime, 


Claus errans now ligats and it is as-true, Ecclefia litigans motiligat + 


And the ground of both arifeth from the eftate of the-Church, to. 
which the promife of binding and loofing is made, Aat.18.17,18, 


_ which, though it bea particularchurch (4s hath beenthewed) yeric 


is 2 Church AGREEING togetherin the name of Chri, Mater, 
19,20. If there want agreement amongst them, the promife of binding 
_ ana loofing is not given to them: scor if they fhould agree, and yer 
agree inan error, or inafcandall, they donot then agree in thename 


of Chrift; Forto meet inthe name.of Chrift, implyeth, they meet — 


not only by hiscommand and authority, but alfo that they proceed 
according to his Lawes and Will, and that to his fervice and glory. 
Tfthen the church,or aconfiderable part ofic fall into error through 
ignorance, or into faction by variance, they cannot expect the pre- 
fence of Chrift with them, according to his promife to paffe a bind- 
_ ing fentence. And thenas they fall: under the jconviction and. ad- 
monition of any other fifter church, ina way of brotherly love, by 
vertue of communion of churches; fo their errorsand variance, and 


whatfocver fcandals.elfe do accompany the fame, they are juftly — 


fubje&-to the condemnationjefia Synod ofichurches.. 46, 4). 9 
2./ Afecond Argument co prove that a Synod is the fir fubje& 
of power, to determine and judge errors and variances in particu: 
lar churches, is'taken from the pattern fet-before us in that cafe, 
Ad, 15. 1.to 28. when certain falfe Teachers, ;having taught in 
the church of Antioch, a neceflity of circumcifion to falvation, and 
having gotten a faction to take part with them, (as-appeareth by 
the uns & virus Of Paul and Barnabas againft them) thechurch 
did not determine the cafe themfelves, but referred the whole 
matter co the Apoftles and Elders at Ferufalem, Alt. 15.1,2..Notto 
the Apoftles alone, but. to the e4poftles and Elders. ‘The Apoftles 
were as the Elders and Rulersofall churches ; and the Elders there 
were nota few, the Believers.in Fer#/alem being many thoufands, 
Neither.did the Apoftles determine the matter (as hath been faid). 
by Apoftolicall authority from immediate revelation ; but they a{- 


fembled together with the: Elders, to conjider of the matier,v.6. and 
a multitude of Brethren together withthem (v. 12.22, 23») and af= _ 


ter, fearching out the caufe by an ordinary means of di/putation, v,7. 
Peter cleered it by the witnefle of the Spirit.to his Miniftery in 


Cornelins his family; Pal and Barnabas by the like effe& of their , 


Minifterte 
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and tbe power thereof. “¢ 
Minifterie among the Gentiles lames confirmed the fame'by the 
teftimony of the Propbers, wherewith the whole Synod. being fa- 
tisfied, they determine. of a judicial fentence, and ofa way to pub- 
ith it by letters and mefengers; in which they. sem/zre the falfe 
"Teachers, as troublers of their Church, and fubverters of their foules s 
they rejet.the impofition of circawscifion, as a yoak, which neither 
they, aor. sheir fathers, were able.to beare.: they, .impofe,, upon the 
- diarches none but fome neceffary obfervations, and them by way 
‘of that authority which the Lord had given them, 7.28. Which ~ 
pattern cleerly fheweth.us to whom the hey of axthority is coms 
mitted, when there groweth offence and difference in a church. 
Look as.in thé cafe of the offence of a faithfull brother perfifted in, 
che matreris at laftjudged and determined in achurch, which ts a 
Congregation of the faithfuil; foin the cafe of the offence of the 
church or congregation, the matter isat laft judged in a congrega~ 
: tionof churches, a Church of churches : for whatisa Synod elfe but. 


a Church of churches? .. , 


Now, fromall thefe former Propofitions which tend to, cleare the 
focft fuebjedé of the power of the,keys, it may be eafie to deduce 
certain corollaries from thence, tending to clear a parallel Quefti- 
onto this; to wit, a what fenfe zimay, and ought to be admitted,that a 
church of a particular congregation is independent in the ufe of the power 
of the keys, and in what fenfenot ? For in what fenfe the Church ofa 

particular congregation is the firft fabject of the power of the keys, 
in the fame fenfe ic is independent, and in none ether. We taking 
‘the firft fabje& and the independent fubject to beallone. 

— 1, Corollary. The Churchis not independent on Chrift, but de- 
pendent onhim for all church-power. ; 

The Reafonis plain, becaufe he is the firft, fabje& of all church- 
power by. way of foveraigne eminency,as hath been faid. And 
therefore the church, and allthe Officersthereot ; yea, anda Synod 
of churches is.dependent upon kim, for all. minifteriall church- 

power. Mixiffery x dependent upon foveraigntic, yea, the more de- 
pendent they be upon Chrift, in all theexercife of their church- 

“power, the more powerfull is all their power in all their ad- 

‘ minftrations, | ; 

| 2. Gorollary. The firft fubject of the minifteriall power of the. 

| _keys, though ic be independent in refpe& of derivation of power 
from the power of the fword to the performance of any fpirituall 
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50 ss Of the Keys of the Ki pgdom of Heaven, 
whieh concern the ‘civil peacer 9 0 o* ek USE B99 

‘The matcets which concern the civill peace, wherein Church- 
fabjectionischiefly attended, areoffoure forts.) 
4. The firft fort be civil! matters, z¢ Biers the things of this life, 
as is the difpofing of miens goods or lands; lives sor liberties; tri. 


bites, cuftomes, worldly honours, and inhericances. In thefe the’ 
Church fubmitteth, and reférreth ic felf ro the civill State, Chriftas 


minifter of the cireumeifion, refufed to take upon him the dividin 


of Inheritances amoneft Brethren, as impertinent to his calling, 


Luk. 12.13, 14) His kingdomse (he acknowledgeth )# not of this 
world, Joh. 1 8.36, Hiralelf payed tributed ‘€efar, (Matthi17. 27.) 
for himfelf and his difciples, © iiss at tok 2 Tar 


2. The fecond fort of things which concern civill ‘peace, is, the 
eftablifoment of pure Religion, 32 dotrine, warfbip, aud government,ace’ 


cording to the word of God’: asalfo the reformation of all cotrup- 


e EPT  e 


_ adminiftration,yet it is fabjed to the power ofthe fwordin matters 


tions in any of thefe, On this ground the good Kings of Tudah, 


commanded Indah to feek the Lord God of their fathers , and to wor- 
fhip him, according to his own ftatutes and commandments: and 


the contrary corruptions Of Rraige gods; high places, TImages,and. 
Groves, they removed and are ebm mended’ of God, and obeyed by _ 


‘the Priefts and peoplein fo doing, 2 Chrow:t 4. 3,4, §.2 Chron. 15. 
3. to 16.2 Chron.37:6.to 9) 2 Chron, 19.3, 4.2 Chron. 24.4,'5, 6. 


8,9, 10, 2 Chron29) 3. t0'3§) 2 Chrom 30, 4) to 12. 3Chron. ta). 


3: to 33. The eftablifhment of pijre Religion, and’ the fefor~ 


car 


mation of corruptions in Religion, do inch congerne the 2 ae 


vill peace, Tf Religion “be corrupted? there will bewarre in the 
gatess Tudg. 5. 8. and 10 peace to him thaPcometh in , or goeth ont. 2 
Chron,15. 3,55 6. But where’ Religion téjoyceth, the civill State. 
flouritheth, Hagg.2.'15%.to 19. Tris trie, the-eftablifiiment of pure 
Religion; and retorimation of corfiptions pertain aifo't6 the Chur- 
ches and Synodicall Affemblies: But they go about it- onely with 
{pirituall weapons, miniftery of thé’ Word , and Church-cenfures 
upon fuch'as are under Church-power. But Magiftrates addreffe 


themfelves thereto, partly by cotnmanding 5 and ftirring up the _ 
Churches and’ Minifters thereof to go about it in their {pirituall 


way: partly alfo by civill punifhments upon the wilfull oppofers, 

and difturbers of the fame. As Ihofaphar {ent Priefts and Levites 

(andchemaccompanied and countenanced with Princes and No- 

bles ) to preach and teach in the Cities of Iudab, 2 Chron, 19.7, 8,9. r 
: Lofts 
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and the power thereof. — o1 
" Iofiah pat to death the idolatrous Priefts of thehigh places, 2 King. 
92.20, Nor wasthata peculiar duty or priviledge of the Kings of 
udab, butattended to alfo by heathen Princes, and that to prevent 
- che wrath of God, againft the Realme of the King and bis fous, Bzva 
7.23. yea, and of the times of the New eftamentit is prophefied, 
chat in fome cates, capitall punifhment fhall proceed againtt fal/e 
Prophets, and that by the procurement of theit necreft kindred. Zach. 
43/3. And the execution thereof is defcribed, Revel. 16.4.t0 7. 
where the #ivers and fountains of waters (that is, the Priefts and Ie- 
faites, that conveigh the Religion of the Sea’ of Rome throughout 
“theicountreys )2ré turned to’ blood, that is, have blood given ibem to 
drink ,by the civill Magiftrate. gate | : 
| Nevertheleffe, though we willingly acknowledge a power inthe 
--@ivill Magiftrare, to’ ftablifk and reform Religion; according to 
; the Worddf God: yet we would fot be foundetftood ,' as if we 
judgedit to belong tothe civill power; to:;compellall men to come 
‘and fit down at the Lords table, or to enter.inco the communion of 
the Church, before they be in’ fome meafure prepared of God for 
fach fellowthip. For this is not 2 Reformation, but a Deformation of 
the Ohurch, and is noraécording to the Ward ofGod,but againtt it, 
as we fhall fhew ( God willing ) inthe fequell, when we come to 
“-fpeak of the difpofition or qualification of Church-members- 
> -a,/Thereis'a third fort of chings which concern the civill peace, 
-ayherein'the Church is not to refinfe MibjeCtion to che Civill Magi- 
ftrate; in the exercife of fome publick {pirituall adminiftrations, 
which may advance and help forward the publick good of Civill 
State according to God.’ In time of warre, or peftilence, or any 
publick calamitie or danger lying upon 2 Common-wealth, the 
Magiftrate may lawfully proclaime a Faft as Tehofaphat did, 2 Chron. 
20.4. and the'Churches ought not to negle& fuch an adminiftra~ 
tion, upon fucha juft occafion, Neithérdoth ic impeach rhe power 
-of the Church to call aFaft, when themfelves fee God calling them 
to publick humiliation. For as Tebofapbat called a Faft: fo the Pro~ 
hos phet Joel ftirreth upthe Priefts to'call’a Faft in time of 2 famine 
| ~~ oghreatning the want of holy Sactifices, Joel 1.13, 14. 
| Irmay fall outalfo, that in undertaking a watre, orin making a 
, league witha forraine State, there may arife flich cafes of confci- 
veticesas way require the corfultation of'a Synod. In which cate, or 
othe likesif the Magiftrate call’ for a Syitod } thé Churches are to 
yeeld himready fubjection herein in the Lord. Febo/aphas though he 
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the war againit Syria, he called for counfell from the mouth of the 
Lord, by a Councell or Synod of Priefts and Prophets. 1 King, 22, 


oa 


4. A fourth (ore of things,wherein the church is not torefiai hie 


jeGtion to the Civsl ALagiffrate, is in patient fuffering their unjutt 


perfecutions without hoftile or rebellious refiftance. For though | 
perfecution of the churches and fervants of Chrift will notadvance. 


the civill peace, but overthrow. ir; yet for the charchto take up tlie 
{word ia her. own defence, is nota lawfull means of preferving the 
church peace, but a difturbance of it-rather. ~ In this cafe, when 
Peter drew: his {word in defence of his Matter, (the Lord tefus ) 
again({t an attachmentierved u pon him, by the Officers of the high 
-Priefts and Elders of the people : our Saviour bade him put up bes 
Sword into Lis fheath agains tor (faithhe) 2h they that take the word, 
foal perife by the fword,Mat.r 7.5 035 1552. where hefpeakerh of Peter, 
cither as a private Difciple, ora church-officer, towhom, though 


the power of the keys was committed, yerthe power of the fword — 


was not commited, And for fuchto take up-thetword, though in 
the caufe of Chrift, it is forbidden by Chiift; and fueh is the cafe 
of any particular church or ofa § ynod of churches. As they have 
received the power of the keys, not of the {word, to. the power. of 


the keys they may, and ought to adminifter, but not of the fword, 


W herein nevertheleffe, we fpeak.of churches and: Synods, as {uch 
that is,as church-members, or church-affemblies,!aGing ina church- 
way, by the power of the keys received from Chrift, ’ But if fome 

of the fame perfons bealfo betrufted by thecivill State, with the 
prefervation.and proteGtion of the Lawes and Liberties, peace and 

fafety of the'fame ftate, and. fall’ meet together ina publike ci-. 
villaffembly (whether in'Councell or Camp) they may there pro- 
vid. by civill power (according to the wholfome lawes and liber= 
ties of the countrey) Ne quid Ecelefis, ne quid Refpublica detrimenti: 
capiat, If King Sis] fwear to put Ienathau to death, the Leaders 
of the people may by ftrong hands refeue him from his fathers 

unjutt and illegall fury, 1 $2.1 4.44545. Butif Saul perlecute Da- 

wid (though ae unjuftly as Jonathan ) yet if the Princes and Lea- 

ders of the people. will ‘not refcue him from the wrath of the 
King, David (a private mao) will not draw outhis fword in his 
own defence, o much as to touch the Lords anoynted,1 Sam,.24.4,t0 7, 


: | | To 


Of the Keyes of he Kingdom of Heaven, = 
was out of his place, when he was in Samaria vifiting an idolatrous 
King : yet he was noc cut ot his way, when in cale of undertaking - 
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and the power thereof. M054 
To conelude this Corollary, touching the fubjection of _— 
- churches to the civill State, in: matters which concern the 
civill peace, this may not be omitted, that as the Church 
is fubje& to the {word of the Magiftrate in things which con- 
~ cern the civill peace: fo the Magiftrate (if Chriftian) is fub- 
jeét to the keys of the Church, in matters which concern the 
peace of his confcience and the kingdome of heaven. Hence 
it is prophefied by //aéab, that Kings and Queens, who are | 
nurfing fathers and mothers to the church, (hall biw down to 
the Church, with their faces to the earth, Hai.49..23. that 1s, 
they hall walk in profefied fabjeétion ro the Ordinances of 
Chrift in his Church. Hence alfo it is, that David prophe- 
fieth of 4 twaedged fword, (chat is, the {word of the Spirit, 
the word of Chrift) put into the bands of the Samts (who are 
by calling the Members of the Church) as to fubdue. the nae 
- tions by the miniftery of the Word; to the obedience of the 
Gofpel (P/al. 149. 6,7.) fo t0. binde their Kings with chains, 


and their Nobles with fetters of iron, fo. exconte upon them the 
judgement written,( that is,written in the Word )P/al.149. 0.859. 
“3. A third Corollary touching the independency of churches 
-- Gg this, That a church of a particular Congregation, con- 
fifting of Elders and Brethren, and walking in the truth and 
peace of the Gofpel, as it is the Firft fubje& ofall Church- 
power, needfull co be exercifed within it-(lfe, fo, it is in- 
dependent’ upon any other ( Church or Synod) for the exer- 
- cife of the fame. | 
| Thatfuch a Churchis the firft {ubje& of all church-power, 
| hath been’ cleered above in the opening the third Propefition 
| of the firftftabject of the power of the keys... And foch a church 
being the firft fubje€t of church-power, is un ivoidably inde-. 
pendent upon any other church or body for the exercife therof, 
~ foras hath been faid afore, the firft fubje& of any Accident or 
Adjun@, isindependent upon any other,either for the injoyings 
or for theimploying (the having or the ufing ) of the fame. 
4. A fourth Coroary touching the indeperidency of churches 
is, Thata Church fallen into any offence (whether icbe the 
whole church, or a ftrong party in it) is not independent in 
the exercife of church-power, but is fubje& both to the ad- 


monition of any. other church, and to the determination and 
i judicial 
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jediciall fente 
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And this alfo arifeth from the Formet’ difeourfe.» Fob, if 


| elavis errans on ligat, & Ecclefia litigans non ligat ; that is, if — 


Chrift hath not given to’a particular church a promife to binde 
and loofe in heaven, what they binde and loofe on earth, 
unleffe they agree together, and agree it his name, then facha 
chureh is not independent in their proceedings, as do fail in 
either. For all the independency that'can be claimed is foun- 
ded upon that promile, What yee binde on earth, foall be bound 


in heaven :; what yee loofe on earth, foalt be leofed’ in beavin, 


Matth.18.18. On that promife is founded both the indépen- 
dency and feewrity, and parity alfo of all churches. But ifthat 
promife be cut off from'them, they are. like Samjon when 
his haire was cut’ off, weak, and’ {ubje& ‘to fall under other 
men; and yer they fall fofter then hee did :' Hee fell into - 
the hands of his enemies, but they fall nader the cenfure of 
their friends. As the’ falfe Prophet'recanting his error did 
atknowledge, fo may ‘they: Thes ‘was I wodnded in' the houfe 
of my friends, Zach. 13.6: In thé hdufe of a neighbour- 
church or two, I was friendly {mitten with a brotherly’ad- 
menition, which (like a4 precious oyle) did nor break mine head: 


. and in the houfe of a Synod of churches,’ T'was friendly, yea, 


brotherly cenfured and héaled. © ies HO" 
5. A fifth and lat Corclzry ‘arifing ftom the former dif. 
courfe, touching the independency of churches, may be this: 
Though the church of 4 particular Congregation, confifting 
of Elders and Brethren, and walking with a right foot inthe 
truth and peace of the Gofpel, be the firft fubje& of all 
church-power needfull to be exercifed within it felfe; and 
confequently be independent from any other church or Sy- 
nod in the ufe of ir; ‘yet it 1s'a fafe and wholéfome, and ho- 
ly Ordinance of Chrift, for fach particular churches to joyn 
together in holy Covenant or Communion, and confolation 
amongft themfelves, to adminifter all their ‘church affairs, 


(which are of weighty, and difficult and cotnmon® concern- 


ment) not without common confultation and confent of o- 
thér churches about them. ‘Now ‘church-affaires ‘of weighty 
and. dificult and common concerminent, wee ‘account to be- 
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the eleftion and ordination of Elders, excommunication of an Elder, 
or any per(on of publick note, and employment : the tranflation 
of an Elder from one Church to another, or the like. In which 
cafe we conceive it fafe and wholfome,and an holy ordinance 
to proceed with common confultation and‘confent. Safe, for 
in multiinde of counfelders there is fafetie (asin civil, fo in Church 
affairs) Prov. 11. 14.’ And though this or that Church may 
bé ofa good and ftrong conftitution, and walk witha right foot 
inthe truth, and peace of theGofpel : yetall Churches are nor. 
ina likeathletick plight, and they will be loath to callin, or 
look out for help as much or more then others, though they 
havemore need then others ; yea, and the beft Churches may 
foon degenerate, and ftand in as much need of help as others, 
and for want of it may fink and fall into deep Apoftafie, which 
are Churches might have prevented, had they difcerned it at 
| S cr 6 x, ; ok: 52 tx <4 : ; 55 = yer 
“It isalfo wholfome,as tending to maintain brotherly love, 
_- and foundneffe of do@rine in’ Churches, and to prevent many 
offences, which may grow upin this or that particular Church, 
-  whenit tranfaéteth all firch things withinit felf without con- 
| PREP He gO RAR BERT 2? : day bea T™ 
-  “$rislikewifean holy ordinance of Chrilt, as having juft war-* 
rantfroma like precedent. The Apoftles were as much inde-" 
pendent from one another, and ftood in as littlenced of one an- 
, othets help, as Churches do one of another. ‘And'yer Pal went 
up to Jerufalem;to confer with Peter, Iames*and* Iohn, leh he 
- fhonld runin vain in the courfe of his miniftery, Galat,2.2. And 
though in conference the chief Apoftles added nothing to Pas#l, 
ver, 6, yer when they perceived the Gofpel of the uncircumei {ion 
was committedto Paul awd Barnabas, as that of the circumeifi im to’ 
- . Peter, Tames and Jobn,they gave unto one another the rigor bana 
! of fellow hip. ver. 9. Now thenit will follow by juft proportion, : 
that if the Apoftles who are each of them indepe ndent one of 
another, had need to contult and confer together abour the 
work of their ‘Mminiftery, to procure the freer piffage to their 
| calling, and to their do€trine = then furcly Churches, and Elders 
| of Churches, chough independent one of another, had need ‘to 
communicate their courfes and proceedings in fuch cafes one 
with another, to procure'the freer paflage to the fame. And if 
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| the Apoftles, giving right hand of fellowthip one t 
~ did mutually ftreagchen their. hands in-the work, 
fiery : then the Elders ot Churches, giving right-hand of fel. 
low {hip to one another in their ordination, Gr upon any fit oc- 
cafion, cannet but much encourage and ftrengcthen the hearts | 
-andhandsofoneanotherinthzLordswork, = ss 
Again, fomething might be added, it not-for confirmation, 
yet for illuftration of this point, by comparing the dimenfions 
of the new Terufalem , which is a perfect platform of a pure — 
Church, as it fhall ke conftituted in the Iewith ‘Church tate, 
at their laft converfion. -The dimenfions of this Church as they: 
are deicribed by Execkéel( Chap. 48. 30...) are (according to | 
Luntas ) twelve furlongs, which afver the meafure of the Sanétu- 
arié(which isdoxble to the common )is about three miles in 
length, and as much in breadch, But the dimenfions of the 
fame Church of the Jews, in Revel. 21, 16, is {aid to be rmely 
thoufand furlongs. Now how. canthefetwo dimenfions of the 
fame Church ftandtogether, which are fo farre dilcrepant one 
fromanother? For there be a thoufand times twelve furlongs,in — 
twelve thoufind furlongs, The fitteft and fairett reconciliation 
feemeth plainly tobe this, that Exckiel {fpeaketh of the dimen- 
fions of any ordinarie Iewifh Church of one particular con- 
gregation, But Joba fpeaketh of the dimenfions of many par- 
ticular Jewifh Churches, combining together in fome cafes, 
even to the communion of a thoufand Ghurches. Notthat the. 
Church of tre Iews willbe conftituted in a National] and Dion 
ecfan frame, with Nationall officers, and Divecfan Bifhops, or 
the like : but that fometimes a thoufand of them will be ga- 
thered in:o a Synod, and all of them will have fuch mutuall 
care,and yeeld fuch mutuall brotherly help and communion 
one to another, as if they were all but one body, nig 
If any man fay, Theologia fymbolies, or parabolica non eft argu. 
mimtativa, that arguments from fuch parables and myfticall re- 
femblances in Scripture are not valid, let him enjoy his owne 
apprehenfion : and (if he can yeeld a better interpretation of 
the place ) let him wave this collegtion. Neveriheleffe ; if 
there were no argumentative power in parables, why did the - 
Lord [<{us fo much delight in that kind of teaching ?-and why 
did Jobu, and Daniel, and Ezekiel deliver a great part of their 
i nate prophe- 


wee 


_argument,they fervenot for document. 


_ prophefiesin parables, if we muft take them for riddles, and 
not for documents nor arguments? Surely if they ferve not tor 


“But furthermore, touching this great work of commu- 
nion and confociation of Churches, give us leave to adde | 
this caution ; To fee that this confociation of Churches be not A Caution, 

erverted, either to the oppreffion or diminution of the juft > 
libercie and authoritie of each particular Church withinit elf: 
who being well fupplied with a faithtull and expert Presby- 
terie of their own, do walk in their intepritie according to the 
truth and’ peace of the Gofpel. Let Synods have their jufk_au- 
thoritiein all Churches, how pure fo¢ver, in determining fach 
Aaratesas are requifice for theedification of all Chriits Chur- 
ches according toGod. But ia the elettion and ordination of Of- 
ficers, and cenfure of offenders , let it faffice the Churches confoctate 
$0 affift one another, with their counfell, and right hand of fellowfoip, 

_ when they fee a particular Church to wfe their libertie and power aright. 
But let themnot put forth the power of their communitie , either to 

take fuch Cherch atts out of their hands, or to binder them i their 
bemofull cour(e,unleffe they feethem (through ignorance or weakueffe) 

to abufe ther libertie and authoritte in the Gofpel, All the liberties 

‘of Churehes were purchafed to them by the precious blood | 

-of the:Lord, Iefus :and therefore neither may the Churches 

give them away,, nor many Churches take them out of the 

hands of one. They may indeed prevent the abufe of their 1i- 
berties,and dire in the lawfull ufe of them, but not take them 
away, though themfelves fhould be willing. The Lord Tefus 
having givenequal! power to all the Apoftles, it was not law- 
full for eleyen of them to forbid the twelfth to do any act’ of 
his office without their intervention. Neither was it lawfoll 
for thenine who were of inferiour gifts, to commit the gui- 
danceand command of all their Apoftolick adminiftrations un= 
to Peter, Lames and Tobe, who feemed to be pillars. And that,.not 
onely.becaufe they were all (one as-well as another ) imme- 
diately, guided by theholy Ghoft : but becaufe they were all 
equall in office, and everie one to give account for himfelé un-— 
to Godda ios 3" | 

 Atas the-like. cafe Cin fome meafure)) of particular Firat 
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ches; yea, there is moreover a three-fold further inconves. 
nience, which feemeth to us, to attend th 
power of particular churches in thefe ordinary admniniftra- 
ons, into the hands of asSynod of Presbyters, commonly éal- 
led a Glaffis, . US PE OT.) gos eae hehe fom 
-. 1. The promi of ‘Binding and Leofing, in way of Difets 
pline, which Chrift gave to every particular chutch (as hath 
been fhewed ) is by this means not received. nor ; 
nor prattifed by them€lves immediately, but by thei 
' ties or Over-feers, 3 oie ' 


» The practice of this 
power of the keys only bya Synod of Presbyters, (ill keep- 
eth the Church as under nonage, as if they were nor grown 
upto the full fruition ofthe jua liberty of their riper yeers 
in the dayes of the Gofpel.:\For a mother to bear-her young 
daughter-in her arms, and not t 

feet, whileft it is in the infancie, is ‘kindlyand comely s “bite 
when the Damofell is grown up to'riper yeers, forthe mo- 
ther {till to bear hér:in Her arms, for fear of ftumbling, ‘$e 


were an uncecéffary burchen ‘to the mother,‘ and’a reproach | 


to the Virgin; Such is the cale here: The community of 
chutches (according tothe Hebrew phrafe) is as the Mp. 


thers ‘each particular church is as'the Danghter, In the old - 
in her nonage, ie was not - 


Teftamert, while the Church was : 
unfeafonable to leave the. whole guidance and beating there- 
of in the hands of their Twors 4nd Governours, the Pric(ts and 
Leestes, andvin the community ofthe nationall courts. Bat 
now in the dayes of the new Teftament, when the churchés 
ave grown up (orfhould’be grown at leaft)’to more marttit 
ty, IC were meet more'to give the Church liberty co ftand 
alone, and to walk upon her own legs3and yet inany fach part 

of her way, as may be more hard to hit right upon, as in 
her Elections, and Ordinances, and Cenfures of eminent per- 


ons, 
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fons, in office; it is a fafe and holy and faithfull office of 


the vigilancy of the community of churches, to be prefent 
“with them, and helpfull to them in the Lord. And at ail 
times when a particular church fhall wander ont of the 
way, (whether out of the way of truth, or of peace) the 
community of churches may by no meanes be excufed from — 
reforming them again into their right way, according tothe 
authority which the Lord hath given them for the publike 
edification of all the feverall churches within their Covenant. 
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